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Want something to do with your Corvette on the 
weekends?  March has several GREAT Corvette 
events.  First on Saturday the 21st there is the 
Mobil 1 “12 Hours of Sebring”.  This is the first 
race of the ALMS 2009 season for the Corvette 
Factory Team and depending on the economy it 
may be their last factory race ever.  Meet the 
drivers and the new Corvette engineers and 
managers in the Corvette Coral.  Go to the Club 
calendar on the web and click on detail to get your 
tickets,  make sure you ask for the Corvette Coral when ordering.

Next on Saturday the 28th join us at 
the Annual Antique Car Show under 
the oaks in Riverside Park.  It is a very 
relaxing day, chatting, car looking, 
people looking, being lazy.  Be sure to 
enter by going to the web calendar and 
clicking on the registration form, even 
if you don't show your car, we need to 
support this other great Vero Beach 
car club.  You do need to bring your 
own chair, only if you don't want to sit 
on the ground.

After the car show we go around the 
corner to the picnic area at the east 
end of the bridge for a Bono's Bar-B-
Que paid for by the club.  We only ask 
that you once again go to the club 
calendar and click on “RSVP” to give a 
head count so we can make sure there 
is enough food.

Last but not least, the Mystery Dinner Cruise on Tuesday the 31st.  This month 
we have four hosts; Dave & Pat Lundell and Larry & Leslie Spurlock.  They 
always show us a great time and dinner.  All our dinner cruises keep getting 
bigger and better.
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NEWS-LET-HER,
FROM THE PREZ
News is light this 
month. Our TARP 
submission has 
been submitted, 
o u r  f i r s t  c l u b  
meeting is under 
our belt and we are 
locked and loaded 
for the March car 
show and picnic.

Our first event was 
a huge success. Johnny Mathis was 
phenomenal, as were our seats.  A 
big thank you to Pat Lundell for the 
great  idea and coordinat ing 
everything.

Get your RSVP, registration, and 
appetite ready. Under the Oaks car 
show in March is the best show in the 
area and ,we want to enjoy the cars, 
friends and food. Be there or be 
missed, cause I'm goin'.

Things are really looking up on the 
social scene. Leslie Spurlock is again 
leading her charitable cause to a 
successful splash, with the help of 
several of our members---great job. 
And, the club has been invited to a 
club event by our friendly neighbor to 
the south. Details of the Stuart 
Corvette Club's event will be 
announced at the meeting and found 
on the web. Barry, the president, 
seems most cordial.

Remember, "The hardest arithmetic 
to master is that which enables us to 
count our blessings".(Eric Hoffer)

Vettely Truly Yours,

ZoRo

I s  o u r  s o u r c e  f o r  c l u b  
embroidering.  Check out their 
$19.95 sale rack.

You can choose from 3 different 
club logos. See Andy or Heidi at 
their showroom 790 15th Place, 
off U.S. #1, or call 567-8337.

Our favorite meeting place and 
your one stop for all your 
catering needs.  Call Curt at 772 
562-9194, 737 22nd St., Vero 
Beach, FL.

MEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Birthdays for March

Terry Smith March 15
Bob Mercer March 19
Dan Bryant March 25
Ken Porter March 28

Birthdays for April
Sanya Kovac April 7
Larry Spurlock April 21
Clinton Atwell April 22
Linda Fallon April 29

Happy Birthday to everyone!

Vettivites for March



3 - Tuesday - Board of Directors Meeting
Club members are always welcome!

13 - Friday - General Membership Meeting - Culinary Capers 

21 - Sat - 12 Hours of Sebring
Sebring International Raceway - Corvette Corral

28 - Sat - Annual Antique Car Show
Riverside Park on Vero's Beach

and Club Picnic to Follow
Free Picnic for all Club Members

Bring your own beverage and chair...

28 - Saturday - Corvettes in the Sunshine
Hosted by Citrus County Corvette Club 

31 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host Dave & Pat AND Larry & Leslie 

10 - Friday - General Membership Meeting
Culinary Capers 

18 - Saturday - Progressive Murder Mystery
Dinner Run 

18 - Saturday - Vettes at the Port
Hosted by Cape Kennedy Corvette Club. 

25 - Saturday - 11th Annual River Cruise-In
Corvette Show

Hosted by the Stuart Corvette Club
Fort Pierce Veterans Memorial Park

Pre-Registration Only (4/20 deadline) 

28 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host Jim & Judy 

CLUB EVENT FOR MARCH

CLUB EVENT FOR APRIL

Check the WEB Calendar for details

COMING IN March

COMING IN April
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MARCH DINNER CRUISE

Clint and Karen Atwell took charge of 
the March dinner cruise.  By now you 
should know that they are doing 
everything they can together before 
he leaves for his two-year tour of 
duty.  Their choice for the evening 
was The Patio which is now under 
new ownership.  The place looks the 
same, only better.  It's clean, more 
lighting and the food was great.  We 
had a special menu to choose from 
which was prime rib, a nutty flavored 
grouper and veal with linguine.  All 
the choices were outstanding.

Ro & Dan made it a special evening 
for me since it was my birthday and 
they brought the biggest cake I have 
ever seen.  We enjoyed the cake and 
even fed the wait staff and still had a 
large piece to take home.

Thanks to each and every person 
that celebrated with me.

Hollyann
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DANNY BRYANT'S REVUE 
OF A NIGHT AT THE KING 
CENTER

Recently my wife convinced me to go 
see Johnny Carson with the Corvette 
Club at the King Center. I was 
reluctant to go, but who can resist 
great food and sick conversation.

We started with dinner at the 
Lundell's.  The Food Angels, 
Hollyann and Leslie supplied a 
wonderful dinner, Ro made two “Out 
of This World” pecan praline pies for 
dessert because Pat is still nursing a 
sore shoulder and Dave has a hurt 
hand from bra duty.  Dinner 
entertainment was supplied by the 
precision-tile-diving team of Hollyann 
and Nan.  The Russian judge gave 
them both a 7.   Neither diver spilled 
blood or broke any furniture and 
therefore failed to gain the two bonus 
points. Maybe next time....NOT.

We caravanned to Melbourne at an 
average speed of 85.3 mph. Bob 
Dunne took the wrong turn.

The venue was packed and imagine 
my surprise when the band started 
and this old black guy came and sang 
with the voice of an angel. He sang all 
these great songs that I loved and I 
had even made love to, until my Dad 
caught me in the back seat of the 
Mercury. I was alone.

The orchestra was fabulous and the 
audience was hooked. The great 
music flowed until the main act came 
out---Gary Muledeer. Of course we 
learned that is just his stage name. 
His real name is Phyllis. The man 
was funnier than MSNBC. He used 
no profanity. I thought, what a unique 
idea, humor without s---.”

Then the singer came out and closed 
one of the classiest, entertaining 
shows I have ever seen. His name is 
Johnny Mathis and he's even better 
than Gallagher. If he had gotten 
started earlier in life he could have 
even made enough to make Madoff 
horny.

Our group of twenty or so loved the 
evening. Thanks Pat and Dave.

The only sad part is, at the end of the 
show my wife told me that Johnny 
Carson is dead.

FAREWELL PARTY

The farewell party for Clint Atwell was 
a great success!  Friends, neighbors 
and the Corvette gang were all 
present.  The afternoon was full of 
fun, beer, wine, lots of jokes and 
conversation.  

A close friend offered her house and 
very large porch and great yard for all 
to wandered around and enjoy.  The 
location was great, with shade trees, 
pool and large bar-b-que.  

Karen planned a menu to please 
everyone.   Huge hamburgers, hot 
dogs, polish sausage with onions 
and peppers, beer, wines, sodas, tea 
and much more.  

Lots of friends brought food and we 
had a feast that was fit for a king.   I 
don't know about anyone else but we 
didn't eat any thing else after we left.  

Clint will be leaving in about three 
weeks and we will all miss him.   I 
think he is looking forward to the 
experience.  I know Karen and the 
kids and friends will miss him.  He will 
be gone for two years and a day.   I 
wonder were that time came from.

Clint if you get time email about your 
experiences to put in the newsletters.  
You will be thought about often.

Hollyann
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This Month In Corvette History   JANUARY,1956   BETTY SKELTON JOINS CORVETTE

AMERICA'S SPORTS CAR 
by Rick Montgomery

To racing fans in the late 1940's and 
early 1950's Betty Skelton was 
almost a household name.  She was 
well known to those who enjoyed 
airplane, automobile, power boat and 
je t  car  rac ing because she 
successfully competed in all of them. 
She has set more combined aviation 
and automotive records than any 

o t h e r  
person in 
history.

Ske l ton  
b e g a n  
her life of 
speed at 
the age 
of  n ine 
w h e n  
she first 
flew in an 
airplane.  
Growing 

up outside the Naval Flight Training 
Facility in Pensacola, Florida, she 
was always enamored with airplanes 
as she watched them fly over her 
home near the base.  Her father said 
she "...had the spirit of the wind".

In 1935, at the age of 12, she talked a 
Navy ensign into letting her fly his 
Taylorcraft airplane.  It was an 
unofficial solo flight since she was too 
young to be licensed.  That came on 
her 16th birthday in 1942 when she 
received her CAA pilots' license.

Skelton dreamed of becoming a 
commercial airline pilot, but women 
were not accepted into pilot training 
back then.  She chose another route 
to satisfy her desire to fly and began a 
career as an acrobatic pilot.  Doing 
flying stunts in a Pitt's Special bi-
plane called "Lil Stinker", Skelton 
honed her flying skills and developed 
a reputation for her great skill and 
daring stunts.  Her career involved 
publicity events, altitude and speed 
record attempts, as well as racing 
competitions.  This resulted in 

Skelton setting numerous flying 
records in her Pitt's Special as well 
as a P-51 Mustang fighter.  Skelton 
went on to win three consecutive 
Female International Acrobatic 
Titles.

By 1951 she was nearly exhausted 
from the hectic schedule she had 
been keeping and decided to give 
up aerobatics.  She sold the Pitt's 
and began work as a private pilot.  
On one flight to Florida she met Bill 
France, Sr., of NASCAR fame.  He 
invited her to come to Daytona for 
the upcoming Speed Weeks.  There 
she landed a job with Dodge 
Division as their first female test 
driver.  This began her love of 
automobile racing.

After only two years with Dodge, 
Skelton decided she would rather 
work with Ford Motor on its new 
Thunderbird, or with Chevrolet on 
its recently introduced Corvette.  
France helped set up a meeting 
between Skelton and Chevy's 
advertising agency, Campbell-
Ewald.  The two hit it off and Skelton 
was offered the position of 
Advertising Account Executive for 
Corvette.

On January 1, 1956, Betty Skelton 
joined the Corvette team and within 
two months she was at Daytona 
Beach setting speed records in a 
Corvette with Zora Duntov and John 
Fitch.

Betty continued with Campbell-
Ewald for the next 15 years any 
involved in Corvette and Chevrolet 
advertising, editing Corvette News 
and acting as spokesperson for 
technical  innovat ions being 
introduced in Chevy's vehicles.

She also assisted NASA in 
establishing astronaut endurance 
test parameters, drove Art Arfons 
"Green Monster" jet car to over 300 
mph, flew with the Navy's Blue 
Angels, and was the first woman to 
drive an Indy car.

Betty Skelton takes all these 
achievements in stride and very 
h u m b l e  a b o u t  h e r  
accomplishments.  She said she 
couldn't believe it when she was 
inducted into the National Corvette 
Hall of Fame in 2001.  "Naturally, I'm 
proud to be selected, but not 
because I'm a woman.  I fervently 
hope it was because of my 
accomplishments on behalf of 

Corvette and Chevrolet, not 
because of my plumbing!"  Well 
stated and well deserved.

Just think what more she might have 
accomplished had women been 
accepted into traditional male roles 
at the time Betty caught the "Spirit of 
the Wind.”

Spirit of the Wind


