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FROM THE PREZ
NEWS & VIEWS

Thanks for voting on our survey. We will discuss the results at the February meeting, and any other
changes. Remember yourinput counts!

The January shout out is looking good. Kissimmee, auction, and dinner theater will be great! Dan
will be shopping for a Vette.

Carma has taken some members by surprise. This is not an attempt to replace any known
automotive worship. Itis an attempt to broaden our cultural base. To best introduce Carma is to
share some of Carma'’s laws; therefore, read the following:

CARMAS LAWS

1. CARMAS LAW OF MECHANICS- After your hands become coated with grease, your nose will begin to itch and
you'll have to pee.

2. LAWOF GRAVITY-Anytool, nut, bolt, screw, when dropped, will roll to the least accessible corner.
3. LAW OF PROBABILITY-The probability of being watched is directly proportional to the stupidity of your act.

4. LAW OF RANDON NUMBERS- If you dial a wrong number, you never get a busy signal and someone always
answers.

5. LAW OF THE ALIBI-If you tell the boss you were late for work because you had a flat tire, the very next morning
you will have aflat tire.

6. VARIATION LAW-If you change lines (or traffic lanes), the one you were in will always move faster than the one
you are in now(works every time). This also applies to the grocery lines.

7. LAW OF PHYSICAL SURFACES-The chances of an open-faced jelly sandwich landing face down on a floor,
are directly correlated to the newness and cost of the carpet or rug.

8. LAW OF LOGICALARGUMENT-AnNythingis possible if you don't know what you are talking about.

9. CARMASAPPEARANCE-Ifthe clothesfit, they're ugly.

10. CARMAS LAW OF PUBLIC SPEAKING-A closed mouth gathers no feet.

11. CARMAS LAW OF COMMERICAL MARKETING-As soon as you find a product that you really like, they will
stop makingit.

12. CARMAS LAW OF SICK DAY S-If you don't feel well, make an appointment to go to the doctor, by the time you
getthere you will feel better. But don't make an appointment and you will stay sick.

13. LAW OF RESULT-When you try to prove to someone that a machine wonit will.

14. LAW OF BILMECHANICS-The severity of the itch is inversely proportional to the reach.

15. ALLHAILCARMA!NIITII MEMBER BIRTHDAYS
As one of the famous make-up professionals has said ) Birthdays for January
No amount of dye or makg-up can c_onc_eal a vacant soul". Bill Kury January 2
So | say always were atomic orange lipstick! Ro Bryant January 14
o Stan Smykowski January 18

Vettely Carminized, Barb Mercer January 24
Maria Ferro January 27

ZORO Paul Kovac January 30
58th Annual . Birthdays for February

® The_ Iar.gest Corve_tte event in Betty Brousseau February 3

o l Florida is the American Le Mans Pat Lundell February 14

Series season-opening Mobil 1 Candace Kury February 14

12 Hours of Twelve Hours of Sebring at Sebring Andi Smykowski February 19

EBRING International Raceway in Sebring, HDa"e Myers February 22

ollyann Quina February 24

2 Fresh  FLon March 20. About 1 hour west Wayne Sandlin February 28

™ %=Florida. of Vero Beach. :
lorida Happy Birthday to everyone!
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January Mystery Cruise...

Dan and Ro must be paying attention
to the news; because January's
mystery dinner was a real “HOOVER
DAYS” cruise. After a nice ride we
came into the Indian River by the
back door to Bob Evans Restaurant.
Great menu selections, with most
meals under $8.00. To top off the
great meals at great prices, the lucky
winner of the ticket drawing got a
coupon for another $2.00 off their bill.
Because it was Tuesday, Bob Evans
also gives a percentage of their sales
tothe local humane society.

All this, along with a large turn out, we
had great conservations talking
about everything, especially the
member that did not show up.

Hope to see everyone at the
February Mystery Dinner Cruise,
which will be hosted by Tony and

ACtivities

COMING IN February

12 - Friday - General Membership Meeting
C.J. Cannon's at the Airport Terminal Building

14 - Sunday - Theatre-Go-Round Presents
City Lights And Broadway Night's
Dinner starts 1:30 pm and Show starts 3:00 pm
$34.50 per person + tax and tip
Airport Dr. & Aviation Blvd., Vero Beach

23 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host Tony & Shari

COMING IN March

2 - Tuesday - Board of Directors Meeting
Officers and Directors are asked to please attend,
Club members are always welcome!

12 - Friday - General Membership Meeting
C.J. Cannon's at the Airport Terminal Building

17 - 20 - Wed - Sat - 58th Annual Mobil 1
12 Hours of Sebring - Corvette Owners Coral
Sebring, FL

20 - 21 - Sat - Sun - Corvettes in Venice on the Isle
Hosted by Venice Florida Corvettes
Welcome party Saturday - Show on Sunday

30 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host Dave & Shelagh
Check the WEB Calendar for details
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CORVETTE RACING PRESS RELEASE
Corvette Racing 2009 Review: Doug Fehan Q&A

DETROIT Corvette Racing program
manager Doug Fehan has seen it all
in motorsports, and he had to rely on
every element of that hard-earned
experience to navigate through a
tumultuous 2009 season. In the
midst of a global economic storm,
Fehan steered Corvette Racing to the
team's sixth win in the 24 Hours of Le
Mans and the successful mid-year
introduction of the GT2 version of the
Corvette C6.R in the American Le
Mans Series. Corvette Racing's 10th
anniversary season was a year of
transition. The championship-
winning GT1 Compuware Corvettes
secured a seventh win in the season-
opening Mobil 1 Twelve Hours of
Sebring on March 21, and made their
farewell appearance in the ALMS in
Long Beach, Calif., on April 18. The
curtain fell on the GT1 era on June
13-14 with a GT1 victory in Le Mans,
France, as Johnny O'Connell, Jan
Magnussen and Antonio Garcia
stood on the top step of the podium.

Seven weeks later, two new-
generation Corvette C6.Rs made
their competition debut in the GT2
class at the Mid-Ohio Sports Car
Course. As the team conducted a
five-race test program in preparation
for a unified GT class in 2010,
Corvette Racing posted five podium
finishes and notched its first GT2 win
at Mosport International Raceway on
August 30. In the series' final five
rounds, Corvette Racing scored
more team and manufacturer points
than any other GT2 entry, and
O'Connell and Magnussen tallied the
most points in the GT2 drivers
championship. The season ended
with fireworks at Laguna Seca,
Masgnussen walked away from his
battered race car after a high-speed
crash on the final lap of the season.
Under Fehan's leadership, Corvette
Racing has become one of the
world's premier production sports car
teams. An ardent advocate for the
Corvette cause and an icon for
legions of faithful Corvette fans;
Fehan received the ALMS "From the
Fans" award in 2004, 2008, and
2009. In the following Q&A, he looks
back at the 2009 season and looks

aheadto 2010.

Q: Looking in the rearview mirror,
what stands outin 20097

Fehan: "There were really two parts
to the season our final races in GT1
leading up to Le Mans, followed by
the debu of the GT2 program. Our
focus was and will always be the 24
Hours of Le Mans. When GM was
going through its restructuring, our
greatest concern was that some
might not understand the importance
and significance of that event. Itwas
a heartening moment when we were
able to get past that point. "In spite of
many uncertainties, the team
focused its energy on running the first
round at Sebring, which we knew
would be a great test of the
engineering improvements we'd
made in the race cars. And then going
to Long Beach, we fulfilled the
second half of our mission, which is
marketing the Corvette and
Chevrolet brands and representing
our team sponsors. "Everyone felt
the importance of writing the final
chapter of GT1 at Le Mans. They
dedicated themselves to succeed,
and it was absolutely amazing to see
them embrace that idea. It fueled
their fire because they knew the team
was undergoing its most significant
challenge, and concurrently they
were designing, planning and
building the GT2 cars. The
preparation was almost as much fun
astherace."

Q: And the highlight of the GT2
portion?

Fehan: "The win at Mosport.
Watching the new cars' first laps at
Mid-Ohio and knowing that we'd be
competitive was certainly exciting,
but the victory at Mosport was
overwhelming. It happened much
sooner than we expected, and it
showed ALMS fans what they have to
look forward to in 2010 with
competition between Corvette,
Ferrari, Porsche, Jaguar, BMW, and
Ford. "l think by any measure, the
GT2 Corvette introduction was
successful. Our objective was to
focus on Corvette Racing's core

strengths: preparation, durability and
reliability. We've learned that is what
scores points it's not always the
fastest car that wins races and
championships. In five events, we
had zero mechanical issues, and the
cars were on pace. That was very
encouraging.”

Q: Surely one of the highlights of
2009 was your stunning victory over
Jan "The Flying Viking" Magnussen
in the Tour de Road America Bike
Ride to Fight Cancer?

Fehan: "That certainly ranks right at
the top, but in a different category
(laughs). We had some fun, and the
race benefited a good cause, the
Lance Armstrong Foundation. |
challenge the pit crews to improve
continuously, and the bike race
demonstrated to our drivers that
there is going to be continuous
improvement in their level of physical
preparation as well. I mean, they
ought to be able to keep up with the
program manager!"

Q: On a serious note, what were the
lessons learned in Jan's last-lap
crash at Laguna Seca?

Fehan: "Unfortunately the hardest
lessons you learn in this sport are
always safety related. You never
want to put your safety systems to
the test, but when that moment
arrives, it's very reassuring to know
that they are validated. That's what
we learned at Laguna Seca. "Initially
we had concerns about running an
aluminum chassis, and we had
concerns about how the roll cage
was integrated into the chassis. The
force of the impact exceeded 50 g's,
and yet Jan walked away. When we
analyzed the chassis after the crash,
the safety systems worked just as
they were designed, and the
aluminum chassis did a marvelous
job of absorbing the energy and
protecting Jan from serious injury.
"The extent of Jan's injuries was a
broken tailbone, which we attribute
to the seat design. We have
redesigned that part to prevent a
reoccurrence in the future, so that is

Continued on page 4
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Corvette Racing boss
Doug Fehan confirms
new 5.5L V8 for
Sebring debut

By Sam Abuelsamid (1/2/10) - Weblogs, Inc.

Back in August when General Motors
introduced the all-new GT2 class
Corvette C6.R,

it ran downsized 6.0 liter version of
the 7.0-liter V8 from the long-
dominant GT1 car. At the launch,
Corvette Racing program manager
Doug Fehan told us the 6.0-liter was
just an interim engine. With revised
GT rules on tap for 2010, GM was
already planning a brand-new engine
for its race Vette. Unlike the 6.0/7.0,
which is a ground-up race engine that
only shares basic architectural
dimensions with the production small
block, the 2010 C6.R's V8 is a hew
5.5-liter unit that will indeed be
derived from the production engine
found in roadgoing Corvettes. In fact,
the 5.5-liter race engine will be built at
GM's Performance Build Center
alongside ZR1 and Z06 V8s. Fehan
has confirmed that the 5.5 is running
on the dyno and will make its race
debut at the 12 Hours of Sebring in
March. We don't have any additional
details on the new engine yet,
although we were told earlier that it is
based on the next-generation
production small-block, which we
expectto see inthe Corvette soon.

Continued from page 3
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the upside of the incident. Despite the
severity of the crash, the crew had the
No. 3 Corvette repaired and fully
operational within a couple of weeks."

Q: What is the status of the GT-spec
Corvette customer car program for
2010?

Fehan: "We currently have two
customer cars under construction,
but we don't yet have confirmed
buyers for them. There has been
tremendous interest in the GT-spec
Corvette C6.Rs, and we think with
continued improvement in the global
economy, the interested parties will
be able to make a commitment. We'd
be delighted to see more Corvettes
racing inthe ALMS or overseas."

Q: While there will be a single GT
class in the ALMS in 2010, GT1 will
continue in the FIA series and at Le
Mans. What's your perspective on
the two classes?

Fehan: "A year ago, there was
general agreement regarding a
unified GT class, which we will see in
the ALMS in 2010. The intention at
that time was to base the FIA GT1
class on GT cars, with limited
modifications to the engine and
aerodynamics. Since then, however,
Europe has encountered the same
economic issues that we have faced
inthe U.S., and many members of the
racing community understandably
wish to retain their current cars for
financial reasons.  Consequently
some of the older GT1 cars will now

be converted to the new regulations,
including several privately owned
Corvette C6.Rs, and the ACO has
invited these cars to participate at the
24 Hours of Le Mans. As the
economic climate improves, | hope
that the decision makers will
recognize the benefits of running one
GT class at Le Mans and other
venues."

Q: Corvette Racing will introduce a
production-based 5.5-liter small-
block V-8 engine in 2010 in place of
the 7.0-liter and 6.0-liter engines
used previously. What's the outlook
forthe engine program?

Fehan: "GM Powertrain has
completed the initial dynamometer
tests of the 5.5-liter small-block V8,
and the race team has conducted the
first track test with the new engine.
We are quite satisfied with its
performance level at this point. We
plan to continue development and
introduce the 5.5-liter engine
package in competition at Sebring."

Q: What are Corvette Racing's goals
for 20107

Fehan: "The ALMS GT
championship and victory at Le
Mans." Corvette Racing's next event
is the season-opening Mobil 1 Twelve
Hours of Sebring at Sebring
International Raceway in Sebring,
Fla., on March 20, 2010. The classic
12-hour endurance race will be
televised live on SPEED starting at
10a.m.ET.

Below is a picture of the 2009 Corvette Corral at the Mobil 1 Twelve Hours of Sebring!

P

The Corral is free to all Corvette owners, if you request the Corral when you order your tickets!



