
FROM THE PREZ

CARMANEWSXLT

Carma has many 
p o s i t i o n s  t o  
ponder.  Waxing or 
Spit Polish is one 
that was approved 
by the Carnuba 
Council of 1952.  
We as a group 
want to accept all 
and therefore will 
not select just one.

This month's branches of Carmadom 
to be explained are those from the 
evolutionary cycle known as the 
"Elvises".  They included, but aren't 
limited to the following: Hummer, 
Packard, Plymouth, Nash, Hupp, 
Sudebaker, etc, etc.  You know these 
and many more and they share 
Elvis's state----they are all dead.

Two years ago the Board decided to 
drop members that do not participate, 
or fail to pay their dues.  If you hear 
ex-members telling tales of being 
kicked out of the club, they are not 
p rac t i c ing  Carma,  they  a re  
carmalizing.

The weather is breaking and we can 
stop braking.  SHOUT OUT and 
people will come. Watch for our shout 
out to see Bill Haley and the Comets 
in March.  Heather, our favorite 
daughter, and the Dolls will be one of 
the opening acts.  It is rumored that 
Bill Haley won't show. 

Vettely Sincere
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MEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Birthdays for March

Terry Smith March 15
Bob Mercer March 19
Dan Bryant March 25
Ken Porter March 28

Birthdays for April
Deryle Hunt April 1

Sanya Kovac April 7
Linda Fallon April 29

Happy Birthday to everyone!

DETROIT -- When the 2006 Corvette 
Z06 was introduced, it represented 
the closest connection to the Corvette 
race cars ever.  The 2009 Corvette 
ZR1 closed the gap between racing 
and production even further.  This 
year, Corvette continues its tradition 
of track-to-street technology transfer 
with the 2011 Corvette Z06 Carbon 
Limited Edition.

“Designed to further incorporate 
technology developed through racing, 
the Corvette Z06 Carbon Limited 
Edition is a tribute to the 50th 
anniversary of Corvette's first race in 
the 24 Hours of LeMans,” said Jim 
Campbel l ,  Chevrolet  General  
Manager.  “With a limited production 
of 500 units, this car is a must-have for 
the true Corvette collector and driving 
enthusiast.”

“For track use, the Z06 Carbon is the 
best balanced Corvette yet. It 
combines the lightweight and 
naturally-aspirated Z06 engine with 
the road-holding and braking of the 
ZR1,” said Tadge Juechter, Corvette 
Chief Engineer.  “For technical tracks 
like Laguna Seca, the Z06 Carbon 
could shave up to three seconds off 
the Z06 lap time.”

This limited edition Z06 will boast 
Brembo carbon ceramic brakes with 
specific dark gray metallic calipers.  
These powerful brakes were first 
introduced on the ZR1. Black 20-
spoke 19-inch front/20-inch rear 
wheels complement the car's 
Michelin PS2 tires.  Other mechanical 
features include Magnetic Selective 
Ride Control for the first time on the 
Z06 and enhanced cooling.  The car 
also features a special carbon pattern 
engine cover.

The Corvette Z06 Carbon will be 
available in two colors:  Inferno 
Orange and the all-new Supersonic 
Blue. Black headlamps and mirrors, a 

ZR1-style body color spoiler, body 
color door handles, carbon fiber 
raised hood, and black carbon fiber 
rockers and splitter enhance the 
Z06's dynamic design and reduce 
mass and aerodynamic lift.  For track 
events, customers can also install the 
Euro-styled racing numbers that 
come with each car.

The Z06 Carbon's ebony leather and 
suede interior is complemented by 
blue or orange seat stitching to match 
the exterior color chosen.  Other 
features include a unique steering 
wheel emblem, sill plate and logoed 
headrest.  The suede used on the 
steering wheel, shifter, seat inserts, 
armrests and doors add to the luxury 
of this limited edition Z06.

An optional Z07 performance 
pa c k a g e  t h a t  i n c l u d e s  t h e  
mechanical upgrades introduced on 
the Z06 Carbon can be added to a 
regular 2011 Z06. This package also 
includes Competition Gray 20-spoke 
wheels and all the chassis and 
cooling upgrades.

The CFZ Z06 carbon fiber package 
includes black carbon fiber rockers, 
splitter and roof panel with the full-
width body color spoiler.  It can also 
be purchased with or without the Z07 
package on regular Z06 models. The 
2011 Corvette Z06 Carbon Limited 
Edition, as well as the new Z07 and 
CFZ Z06 option packages will be 
available in late summer.

2011 Corvette Z06 Carbon Limited Edition
GM Press Release 3/1/10 - NEW Z06 UNVEILED AT SEBRING

p.s. Most critics come down from the 
sidelines after the game and design 
the perfect play that would have won 
the game.  If you want to be a 
contributing critic, try doing it in the 
huddle. 



2 - Tuesday - Board of Directors Meeting
Officers and Directors are asked to please attend,

Club members are always welcome!

11 - Thursday - General Membership Meeting
C.J. Cannon's at the Airport Terminal Building

17 - 20 - Wed - Sat - 58th Annual Mobil 1
12 Hours of Sebring - Corvette Owners Corral

Sebring, FL 

20 - 21 - Sat - Sun - Corvettes in Venice on the Isle
Hosted by Venice Florida Corvettes

Welcome party Saturday - Show on Sunday 

27 - Saturday - 3rd Annual Cape Canaveral Art Festival
Manatee Sanctuary Park on Cape Canaveral

We will meet in front of ABC Liquors and leave at 11:00 am
to caravan up the beach road to the show. 

30 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host Dave & Shelagh 

Jim & Ann

8 - Thursday - General Membership Meeting
C.J. Cannon's at the Airport Terminal Building

17 - Saturday - Vettes At The Port
Hosted by Cape Kennedy Corvette Club 

24 - Saturday - Melbourne Art Festival '10
in historic downtown Melbourne

We will meet in front of ABC Liquors and leave at 11:00 am
to caravan to the show. 

24 - Saturday - 12th Annual River Cruise-In Corvette Show
Indian River Veterans Memorial Park, Ft. Pierce

Hosted by Stuart Corvette Club

27 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host Dave & Melinda 

Check the WEB Calendar for details

COMING IN March

COMING IN April
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F E B R U A R Y  D I N N E R  
CRUISE

We had a great turnout for the 
February dinner cruise.  Our hosts, 
Tony & Sheri's choice for the evening 
was the Green House Restaurant on 
13th in downtown Vero.  What a 
fantastic place, there is a area outside 
with a full awing and fountain.  The 
dining area is tiled and has flowers 
growing all along one wall.  It really is 
beautiful; we had a large crowd and 
took up over half of the space.  I 
cannot say enough about the great 
food and service.  This place is tucked 
into the end of a one-way street and 
most of didn't even know that it 
existed.  They have plenty of parking 
area. There is also full service bar and 
plus an inside dinning room.

If you missed this dinner cruise you 
missed a great one.
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SUNSHINE REPORT

We are all pleased to 
hear that Ken Portrer 
and Frank Casano 
are both on their way 
to recovery.  Ken 
suffered a boating 
accident last January 
and is healing at home.  He is 
expected to return to our club shortly 
and looks forward to "clear sailing" 
hear after.  Frank Casano is 
recovering from shoulder surgery and 
doing well.  We hear that it was an 
"electrifiing  experience" given his 
ownership of Casano Electric !

Best wishes to both of you and we all 
look forward to seeing you soon.

Frank

For the first time, General Motors 
studios across the world have 
submitted design studies for the 
next-generation Chevrolet Corvette.

Late last year, Ed Welburn, GM's vice 
president of global design, invited 
GM's 10 styling studios to submit 
design proposals.

S o m e  " w e r e  a b s o l u t e l y  
phenomenal," Welburn said. "There 
is a lot to pick from. The direction that 
we take is very important, and the 
decision has not been made."

Global input on the Corvette's design 
is one of several steps GM is taking to 
attract buyers in Europe, where the 
car has little appeal, and young U.S. 
buyers who favor imports.

"We have challenges in the States 
with the Corvette," Welburn said in 
an interview at the Geneva auto 
show. "The average age of the 
customer is really rising."

The current average age of a 
Corvette buyer is 54, according to the 
Power Information Network, a unit of 
J.D. Power and Associates.

Corvette sales are in a tailspin. Last 
year 13,934 were sold in the United 
States, down 48 percent from 2008.

The current Corvette debuted in the 
2005 model year. Prices range from 
$49,880 for the base coupe to 
$107,830 for the ZR-1. Both prices 
include shipping.

A redesign is due in two to three 
years, industry sources say.

Corvette critics often cite the sports 
car's size, saying it looks big. They 
also point to what they say is a 
cheap-looking interior.

Welburn admitted the interior has a 

problem: "The execution, materials 
selection--it's got to be a much better 
interior. Our customers desire that."

Welburn said today's Corvette is 
about the same size as the Porsche 
911, but the styling makes it look 
bigger. "We have to develop a design 
that feels trimmer, meaner, to go 
a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  i n c r e d i b l e  
performance that the car has," he 
said.

In addition to styling, content, pricing 
and marketing strategy are under 
discussion, he said.

"It is a key time in the development of 
the Corvette," Welburn said. "There is 
a lot of debate and a lot of study on 
the bandwidth of Corvette."

But, he added, "It can't mutate into 
something that gets so far away from 
Corvette that it is no longer a 
Corvette."

General Motors draws on global designers
for the new Chevrolet Corvette
By RICK KRANZ, AUTOMOTIVE NEWS  AutoWeek | Updated: 03/08/10

RON FELLOWS RETURNS 
TO RACING
AutoWeek | Updated: 03/05/10

2 0 1 0  W o r l d  C h a l l e n g e  G T  
Championships, piloting a Chevrolet 
Corvette C6 and will campaign a 
partial schedule (not a full schedule as 
previously reported). No stranger to 
World Challenge competition, 

Veteran sports-car racer and two-time 
24 Hours of Le Mans class winner 
R o n  
F e l l o w s  
w i l l  b e  
b a c k  
behind of 
the wheel 
of a World 
Challenge 
race car in 
2 0 1 0 .  
Fellows joins CRP Racing to compete 
in the 2010 World Challenge.GT 
Championships.

No stranger to World Challenge 
competition, Fellows has made 14 
World Challenge starts with three 
victories coming in a Cadillac CTS-V 
(two at Mosport in 2004 and 2005 and 
one at Long Beach in 2006).

The 2010 World Challenge season 
kicks off the weekend of March 26 in 
St .  Petersburg,  F la. ,  wi th a 
doubleheader. 

North Carolina sheriff's 
deputy uses Corvette to 
stop speeders 

NC sheriff's deputy uses Chevrolet 
Corvette Z06 with top speed of 198 
mph to stop speeders

At least one sheriff's deputy in North 
Carolina won't have any trouble 
catching speeders. Multiple media 
outlets reported Wednesday that the 
Wake County Sheriff's Department 
has a Chevrolet Corvette Z06. 
Chevrolet said the car has a top track 
speed of 198 mph, with a base sticker 
price of $74,875. Its V8 racing engine 
generates 505 horsepower.

Sheriff's spokeswoman Phyllis 
Stevens said the car didn't cost the 
county any money since it was seized 
from a drug dealer.
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F o r  m a n y  y e a r s ,  S e b r i n g  
International Raceway was Corvette 
Racing's Bermuda Triangle, a place 
where strange things happened 
routinely.  After seven victories at the 
classic circuit, Sebring was once 
again the team's nemesis in the 58th 
running of the Mobil 1 Twelve Hours 
of Sebring.  An improbable collision 
in the pit lane ultimately consigned 
the No. 3 Compuware Corvette C6. R 
to an eighth-place finish and the No. 4 
Compuware Corvette C6.R to ninth 
place at the checkered flag.

The race started well for the twin 
Corvettes, with Jan Magnussen 
running fourth and Oliver Gavin fifth.  
At the 39-minute mark, the Corvettes 
were second and third before the first 
full-course caution period began.  
But Murphy's Law  "Anything that can 
go wrong, will go wrong"  was about 
to be invoked as the No. 3 Corvette 
went behind the wall to repair a power 
steering hose at 1:55 into the race, 
rejoining the fray with an eight-lap 
deficit to the leader.

The decisive moment occurred at 
3:09 when the No. 3 Corvette pitted, 
with Magnussen replacing Johnny 
O'Connell .   Magnussen was 
released from his pit box just as 
Emmanuel Collard was entering the 
adjacent stall in the No. 4 Corvette.  
The resulting contact damaged both 
cars.  The No. 4 went immediately to 
the transporters where the Corvette 
crew replaced its front stabilizer bar 
and bodywork.  The No. 3 suffered a 
punctured front tire and returned to 
the pits for repairs after completing a 
lap at reduced speed.

"An incident like this has never 
happened before at Corvette 
Racing," said program manager 
Doug Fehan. "A perfect storm of 
events that certainly we can't 
attribute to any one thing caused the 

two cars to come together in pit lane.  
We'll go back and look at what took 
place, establish procedures to 
ensure that it never happens again, 
and come back stronger for the next 
event.  Even when our guys were 
laps down to the leaders, they ran just 
as hard after that incident as they did 
before.  That tells you what Corvette 
Racing is about." 

The misfortune continued in the 
eighth hour as the No. 4 Corvette 
C6.R with Oliver Gavin at the wheel 
was hit by an errant tire on the course.  
It was a glancing blow; a few 
microseconds later, it might have 
been much worse.  As darkness 
settled on Sebring, "I don't know 
which of the racing gods I've 
offended, but I'd certainly like to 
apologize," Gavin quipped.  "It's been 
an extraordinary day, the most 
eventful ever for this team. We had a 
car capable of challenging anyone, 
but somehow it all went wrong.  So 
now it's on to Long Beach.” 

"Racing is hard stuff, and no matter 
how hard you try and how hard you 
prepare, sometimes things go 
wrong," O'Connell said.  "You can 
either beat yourself up or be 
encouraged by how well the crew 
performed to get both cars back in the 
race.  The guys were awesome.  We 
got a lot of positives out of this event:  
We made good progress on our 
engine development and we got a 
gauge to measure where we stand 
versus the competition.  The mark of 
a champion is overcoming adversity 
and finding ways to win, and I know 
this team can do that." 

CORVETTE ENCOUNTERS PERFECT STORM
 IN SEBRING!
Contact Seals Corvettes' Fate in Classic Endurance Race
From:www.Americanlemans.com 3/21/10

Sebring Adventures

The trip to Sebring was great! Ken and 
Bonnie Porter, Frank Baudo, his son 
Tom and the grandsons also came.  
The Corvette Corral was filled to over 
flowing capacity.  Vette's were 
everywhere they could stuff them, a 
few even parked on the edge of the 
Porchse corral.

As in the past years, the Corvette 
drivers and big wheels came over and 
p i c k  t h e i r  
favorite cars 
f r o m  t h e  
p a r k i n g  
area.  Ken 
and Bonnie's 
b e a u t i f u l  
yellow Z06 
was picked 
as one of the 
outstanding cars by Tadge Juechter, 
Corvette's Chief Engineer.  They won 
a special book, The Corvette 
Factories: Building America's Sports 
Car (Hardcover) written by Mike 
Mueller and signed by Tadge with a 
note saying why he selected their car. 

We all went to the Chalet for lunch.  
The buffet they serve always has a 
great selection and nice desserts.  It 
sure beats cold sandwiches made a 
day ago that were served in the corral.  
After lunch we went outside behind 
the Chalet and watched the race from 
horseshoe turn.

We walked down to the starting grid 
before the race to spent time with the 
drivers and crew.  The Corral has it 
own grand stands, large screen HD 
TVs, plenty of ice cold water and soft 
drinks. and the new 2011 super Z06 
on display(see story on page 1).  The 
track supplied the fantastic weather 
that we enjoyed. 

Hope some of you will come next year 
and join us.

Corvette Racing program manager
Doug Fehan, Hollyann, Bonnie and Ken
on the starting grid before the race


