
Prez Sez

From The  Man

I am honored to 
serve as president 
for 2012 I have big 
sandals to fill. With 
the help of the 
o f f i c e r s  a n d  
c o m m i t t e e  
members we will 
have a fun year 
filled with mystery dinner cruises, 
shout outs and exciting club events. 
Any suggestions from members are 
welcome to be brought up at the 
monthly meetings. This is your club. I 
am only a guide.

Holiday party was cancelled at 
Felix's but Lou and Cyn  graciously 
opened up their house to those 
members who wished to share the 
holiday spirit. Thank you.

I know this is short and brief but this 
is just the beginning and I am only 
starting to get my engine warm.

Happy New Year

na zdrowie

Stan 
Ssmyker@juno.com
772 918-8751
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Below is a picture of the 2009 Corvette Corral at the Mobil 1 Twelve Hours of Sebring!
The Corral is free to all Corvette owners, if you request the Corral when you order your tickets!

3 - Tuesday - Board of Directors Meeting
Officers and Directors are asked to please attend,

Club members are always welcome!

12 - Thursday - General Membership Meeting
C.J. Cannon's at the Airport Terminal Building 

21 - Saturday - Reflections in Glass
Maroone Chevrolet of Fort Lauderdale
Hosted by the America's Corvette Club 

28 - Saturday - NCRS
34th Annual Winter Regional Meet

Old Towne Kissimmee 

28 - 29 Sat - Sun - 50th Anniversary of
the Rolex 24

Daytona International Speedway
Featuring the New Corvette Daytona Prototype 

31 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host Jack & Mary

9 - Thursday - General Membership Meeting
C.J. Cannon's at the Airport Terminal Building

26 - Sunday - Grand Prix of Vero Beach
Celebrating the 60th Anniversary of the original race.

28 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host Stan & Andi

COMING IN January

COMING IN February

Birthdays for January
Ro Bryant January 14

Stan Smykowski January 18
Lynda Nixon January 20

Birthdays for February
Andi Smykowski February 19

Dave Myers February 22
Hollyann Quina February 24
Wayne Sandlin February 28

MEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Happy Birthday to everyone!
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Due to the small number of members 
that signed up for the Christmas party  
it was cancelled.  However, it was 
decided that a house party would be 
the thing to due.  Louie and Cyn 
invited us to their house on the beach.  
It was a very nice evening, lots of food 
from Cannon's and plenty of 
conversation, with a bucket of laughs 
splashed around.

Take a look at the pictures and if you 
could not make we missed you.

I hope that everyone has a great New 
Year!!!!!

THE UNOFFICIAL CHRISTMAS PARTY
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This 1961 Chevrolet Corvette factory 
race car, soon to be auctioned at 
Mecum's January 24-29, 2012 
Kissimmee Florida event, possesses 
a host of rare options and a 
provenance worthy of the velvet rope 
treatment at any of the world's finest 
auto museums or vintage races.  Gulf 
Oil sponsored and driven to an SCCA 
B-Production national championship 
by the likes of Dr. Dick “The Flying 
Dentist” Thompson and Don Yenko, it 
stands as one the most successful 
and important production-based 
Corvette racecars ever constructed.  
All the more impressive considering it 
was never supposed to exist.

Though hard to believe today with 
manufacturers spending millions of 
do l la rs  on  motorspor ts  and 
publicizing their efforts through some 
of the world's finest marketing firms 
there was a time when the mere 
mention of auto racing within the 
walls of an American auto company 
would spark outbreaks of upper-
management indigestion.  This trend 
surfaced immediately after World 
War II as racing began to claim lives 
at an alarming rate, and reached its 
zenith on June 11th, 1955, when a 
Mercedes 300 SLR piloted by Pierre 
Levegh struck another race car and 
flew into a crowd of spectators at the 
24 Hours of Le Mans.

Photos of the accident published in 
Life magazine showed Levegh's 
lifeless body lying on the track and 
some of the 83 dead scattered 
through the grandstands.  The 
magazine's predominantly American 
audience was appalled with the 
acc ident ,  and the Amer ican 
companies selling cars to these 
readers worried that calls to regulate 
auto racing would quickly expand to 
i n c l u d e  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  
themselves.  On their own D-Day of 
sorts, June 6th, 1957, the Automobile 
Manufacturers Association banned 
its members from building race cars, 

speed parts, or publicizing the sport 
in any way.  The racing of American 
sports cars was dead.  Except, that 
is, for Zora Arkus-Duntov.

As a GM engineer, Duntov no doubt 
read the memo announcing his 
employer's withdrawal from racing.  
He just didn't care.  He was, among 
other things, stubborn.

The Belgian born son of Russian 
Jewish parents, Duntov had already 
outrun the Nazis, revolutionized hot-
rodding (with his eponymous line of 
Ardun accessories for Ford's 
Flathead V8), and aided the 
development of Allard sports cars by 
the time he saw the new-for-'53 
Corvette at the New York Motorama.  
He loved the car's lines and despised 
everything else.  So he wrote a letter 
to GM telling them as much and was 
hired shortly thereafter.

Duntov's love of speed was no mere 
whim.  While helping Allard engineer 
their sports cars he proved a talented 
driver as well and later piloted a 
Porsche 550 to class wins in two 24 
Hours of Le Mans; the last of which, 
ironically, during the same 1955 
event that would eventually lead to 
t h e  A M A  b a n  o n  r a c i n g .   
None the less ,  he  p ro found ly  
influenced American motorsports 
and, in particular, the Corvette.

By 1955 the Corvette traded the 
150hp straight six engines and 
powerglide automatic transmissions 
of '53 and '54, for 195hp, 265ci V8s 
a n d  t h r e e  s p e e d  m a n u a l  
transmissions.  By '57 the Corvette 
added a 283hp 283ci V8, a limited slip 
differential and fuel injection.  All the 
while, Duntov kept his eyes and 
talents focused on the racetrack and 
by the 1957 AMA ban on racing he 
stood at the center of one of the 

greatest contradictions of mid-
century corporate America.  While 
GM's brass touted safety, forward 
styling and advanced color theory, 
Zora Arkus-Duntov quietly slipped 
some of the country 's most 
successful race cars out the back 
door; among them the championship 
winning Corvette seen here.

One of two 1961 Corvettes special 
ordered by Don Yenko Chevrolet for 
delivery to Grady Davis of Gulf Oil 
Research and Development fame 
Number 11 sports a veritable 
checklist of Duntov's available speed 
equipment.  Since the words 'speed 
equipment' weren't exactly politically 
correct in '61, however, the high 
performance parts are identified by 
their harmless sounding RPO or 
“Regular  Product ion Opt ion”  
numbers.  It seems that while the 
AMA might wonder why any factory 
would offer a fuel injected, 315hp 
283ci V8, they were far less likely to 
question “RPO354.” No matter.  
Whichever way one chooses to 
describe the rare and powerful 
engine, this car is so equipped.  Ditto 
RPOs 675, 685, and 687 which, in 
non-GM-speak are a Posi-traction 
differential, four-speed manual 
transmission, and heavy-duty 
suspension and brakes, respectively.  
The boxes of uninstalled parts that 
came with Number 11, on the other 
hand, are a different story altogether.  
Known by a select few as the 'Sebring 
package,' the vented hood, stiff front 
anti-rollbar, aerodynamic headlight 
covers, and 37 gallon fiberglass gas 
tank didn't have RPO numbers and, 
by all accounts, left Duntov's office 
without his bosses' blessing or 
knowledge.

Duntov's Secret  Corvette Gulf Oil Race Car
By Edward Lenahan  -  SportsCarDigest.com

Continued on Page 4



Upon delivery to Don Yenko 
Chevrolet and then Grady Davis, 
Number 11 was prepped for the 
Twelve Hours of Sebring where it was 
piloted by Don Yenko and Ben Moore 
to a third place finish.  The Corvette 
w a s  t h e n  m o v e d  t o  S C C A 
competition where, again in Yenko's 
hands, it won Virginia, Cumberland, 
Bridgehampton, Dunkirk, and Lime 
Rock.  A good season, this. Except 
these were just the first five races.  At 
the sixth race at Meadowvale, 
competitors grumbled.  Rumors 
spread.  Soon, tech inspectors pulled 
the Corvette and found the car was 
running an aluminum flywheel and 
not, as required by SCCA rules, one 
made of steel.  Though legal in the 
FIA races in which Number 11 first 
competed, the part's presence at an 
SCCA B-Production race earned 
Yenko a six-month suspension. 
Competitors sighed with relief.  
Grady Davis called a dentist.

Dr. Dick Thompson may have 
cleaned teeth and filled cavities to 
pay his bills, but he also held a well-
earned reputation as one of the 
fiercest Corvette drivers in the 
country.  Years earlier he had even 
authored a book about racing 
Corvettes which, incidentally, 
showed how a Corvette buyer could 
check certain RPOs on the order form 
and wind up with an unofficial factory 
race car.

Sitting in Number 11's race seat, 
Thompson picked up where Yenko 
left off and drove the Corvette to 
victory Bridgehampton, Indianapolis, 
Thompson, Road America and 
Watkins Glen.  In the half-season 
spent with the Corvette, Thompson 
won every race and the B-Production 
National Championship, steel 
flywheel and all.  And though many of 
Number 11's on-track victims 

continued to cry foul long after the 
trophies were handed out and the 
champagne drunk, history shows the 
car was prepped and driven by some 
of the sports most dynamic men and 
its performance was no fluke.

Don Yenko would help pioneer the 
muscle car era with some of the most 
powerful Chevy's ever produced and 
Grady Davis would develop and 
oversee Gulf Oil's campaigning of the 
legendary Ford GT40 and Porsche 
917.  Due in large part to his work 
behind the wheel of Number 11, Dick 
Thompson would earn a drive in 
Duntov's radical Grand Sport 
Corvette and storm to victory at 
Watkins Glen in 1963.  Exciting news, 
this, particularly to the GM executives 
who learned of the car's existence 
from the morning paper.  Duntov 
would have a hard time explaining 
why his engineers vacationed 
together in Nassau during Speed 
Week.  Harder still the suitcases 
packed with Bermuda shorts and 
prototype intake manifolds.   But 
while unhappy executives would 
close the factory's back door for good 
by the end of '63, the record of these 
men and the cars they built could not 
be undone.

After the 1961 Championship, Gulf 
Oil displayed Number 11 in the lobby 
of their corporate headquarters under 
a banner reading “Production Sports 
Car of the Year, 1961.” Discovered in 
1990 by Richard Prince, the 
Corvette's subsequent meticulous 
restoration earned an NCRS 
American Heritage Award and 
inclusion in the Bloomington Gold 
Special Collection, the Corvette Hall 
of Fame, and the Bloomington Gold 
Hall of Fame.

A high water mark for a company that 
wasn't officially racing, Number 11 
stands in the same livery and state of 
tune as she did on the dawn of the 
1961 season and offers its next 
owner almost certain entry into the 
world's most prestigious automotive 
events.  To learn more about buying 
this fantastic piece of American 
racing history or any of the numerous 
important vehicles scheduled for 
auction at Mecum's January 24-29, 
2012 Kissimmee Florida event.

Duntov's Secret  Corvette Gulf Oil Race Car
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(Continued From Page 3)

Five drivers and a legendary 
American sports car will join the 
prestigious Sebring Hall of Fame in 
2012.

Hans Herrmann, Geoff Brabham, 
Denise McCluggage, Johnny 
O'Connell,  Jim Downing and 
Chevrolet's Corvette will be inducted 
at ceremonies on March 16th, the day 
before the 60th Anniversary Mobil 1 
Twelve Hours of Sebring Fueled by 
Fresh from Florida.

Johnny O'Connell is Sebring's all-
time winner with seven class wins 
and an overall victory in 1994.  He 
holds the Sebring record for class 
podium finishes with 12.  His string of 
20 consecutive starts is also a 
Sebring record.  While his early 
victories came driving for Nissan, he 
is best known for his success while 
driving for Corvette.  He has four 
class wins at Le Mans.

The Chevrolet Corvette is an 
American automotive icon that has 
proven itself over six decades of 
competition at America's greatest 
sports car race.  Since its first 
appearance at Sebring in 1956, 
Corvette has earned an incredible 17 
class wins.  Corvette joins Porsche, 
Audi and Ferrari as automotive 
makes to be inducted into the Sebring 
Hall of Fame.

SEBRING ANNOUNCES 2012
HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES


