
Prez Sez
From The  Man

Great time had by 
44 members and 
g u e s t s  a t  t h e  
Holiday pary. The 
f o o d ,  s e r v i c e ,  
band, view were 
superb.  If any member has any 
suggestions for next  year please 
contact the Man.

No meetings or dinner cruise this 
month, gather with loved ones for a 
happy Holiday season no matter you 
what you celebrate.

See everybody next year.

Happy New Year

Na zdrowie

Stan 
Ssmyker@juno.com
772 918-8751
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Birthdays for 

Birthdays for 

Birthdays for March
March 3

Curt Randolph March 7
Al Lucarelli March 12
Terry Smith March 15

Helen Nisbet March 18
Dan Bryant March 25
Jim Gavin March 29

January
Ro Bryant January 14
Bill Fenton January 15

Stan Smykowski January 18
Pat Lucarelli January 31

February
Brad Grandage February 13
Andi Smykowski February 19

Dave Myers February 22
Hollyann Quina February 24
Wayne Sandlin February 28

Marino Silva
Beatris Laird March 7

Happy Birthday to everyone!
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The 50th anniversary of the Chevrolet 
Corvette Sting Ray will be celebrated 
at the Amelia Island Concours 
d'Elegance 2013, to be held March 8-
10 in Amelia Island, Florida. 

By 1963 the Corvette had existed for 
a decade, but the addition of Chevy's 
small-block V-8 engine, and the close 
attention of General Motors engineer 
Zora Arkus-Duntov, created a world-
class sports car that was sold from the 
showrooms of the world's largest 
automaker.

On its introduction the Sting Ray 
instantly made everything else look 
old, staid or tired.  Its shape was the 
happy offspring of gifted design and 
the no-limits styling direction of GM 
Vice President, Bill Mitchell. The 
Mitchell Sting Ray, which won the 
1960 Sports Car Club of America's C 
Modified National Championship, 
was driven by the 'Flying Dentist', Dr. 
Dick Thompson.  Upon retiring as an 
active race car, the original Sting Ray 
was given a coat of bright red paint 
and driven regularly on the streets of 
Bloomfield Hills by Mitchell.  The car 
was also driven by a young Elvis 
Presley in the movie, Clambake.  It 
was this car that influenced the 
striking and innovative design of the 
1963 production car.  Underneath all 
that leading edge styling, was an 
independent rear suspension, with 
design roots in the new wave of rear 
engine grand prix cars of the late 
Fifties.  Good weight distribution, lots 

Corvette Sting Ray Honored at Amelia Concours 2013Corvette Sting Ray Honored at Amelia Concours 2013
Bill Mitchell Sting Ray (photo: General Motors)Bill Mitchell Sting Ray (photo: General Motors)

of horsepower and a friendly price tag 
made the new Sting Ray an overnight 
hit.  The Sting Ray bumped Corvette 
sales by 50 percent in 1963.

It didn't hurt that Chevy gave their 
new sports car the perfect name: 
STING RAY.  When the Corvette was 
restyled again in 1967 the Sting Ray 
name was dropped; the legions who 
loved the Sting Ray nameplate 
protested.  That marketing miscue 
lasted just one model year. 
“STINGRAY”, now one word, 
returned to Chevy showrooms in 
1969.  The name has since become 
synonymous with Corvette.

“The Sting Ray changed everything,” 
said Amelia Island Concours 
Founder and Chairman Bill Warner, 
“More power and a longer options list 
made the Sting Ray better, not 
bloated.  Men liked it, women liked it 
and you could get a Sting Ray 
serviced at any Chevy dealer.  That's 
the real brilliance of the Sting Ray's 
world class performance.  It didn't 
hurt that the new sports car actually 
looked crisp, fresh, and beautiful.”

To celebrate the 50th Anniversary of 
this sports car, noted designers Peter 
Brock and General Motors Vice 
President of Global Design, Ed 
Welburn will head a 90 minute 
seminar on the development of the 
ground breaking design on Friday, 
March 8th in the ballroom of The Ritz-
Carlton, Amelia Island.

The 2013 Amelia Island Concours 
d'Elegance will be held March 8-10, 
on the 10th and 18th fairways of The 
Golf Club of Amelia Island at Summer 
Beach adjacent to The Ritz-Carlton, 
Amelia Island.  The show's 
Foundation has donated over $2 
million to Community Hospice of 
Northeast Florida, Inc. and other 
charities on Florida's First Coast 
since its inception in 1986.
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ANNUAL CHRISTMAS 
PARTY

Hollyann

I must say that as a group we really 
clean up nicely!  In years past some 
were told by some of our Snowbirds 
members that we don't dress up 
appropriately.  But that is another 
story for a different time.  

If you attended your pictures will be 
available some time in January.  
Some pictures are included on this 
page.  We had a great turnout.  It 
was nice to meet the friends and 
family that were able to join us for 
the evening.

Captain Highram's Tiffany Room is 
really nice, overlooking the Indian 
River, loads of mirrors, candles and 
Christmas decorations.  The dance 
floor, band area and bar in one area 
and buffet with two serving lines 
was also decorated for the holiday.  

From all reports, everyone had a 
great time.  The re-gifting was a lot 
of fun.  I saw pj's, hand soap and 
fruitcakes, just a few of the gifts.

I hope your Christmas was great 
and wish you all a Happy New Year.
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How deep does some people's 
passion for the Chevrolet Corvette 
run?  Deep enough that 150 of them 
paid as much as $995 each, plus 
travel expenses to Detroit in early 
January, to be among the first to see 
the redesigned 2014 Corvette.

Those 150 fans will be in the room, 
along with hundreds of invited 
journalists from around the world, on 
Jan. 13 when Chevy pulls the cover 
off the new C7 Corvette on the eve of 
the Detroit auto show.  They also get 
a ringside seat on Jan. 14 for the new 
Vette's press conference on the show 
floor in Cobo Center.

It's another sign of the intense 
anticipation for the new Corvette, the 
seventh full redesign in the car's 60-
year history.  Enthusiast magazines 
and websites have tracked the car's 
development for years, publishing 
spy photos of prototypes, artist 
renderings and speculation.  Chevy 
has teased the new car in photos and 
videos at www.one13thirteen.com, a 
reference to the car's reveal date.

Chevy gave the passes to the reveal 
events to the National Corvette 
Museum in Bowling Green, Ky., 
which sits across the street from the 
Corvette assembly plant, to sell as a 
fundraiser.

After expenses, the museum will net 
about $40,000 from the C7 Corvette 
reveal program, Linkov says.  

The museum charged $995 per pass 
to the reveal.  A pass buyer could add 
a guest for $205. But the total number 
of people for the event was limited to 
150.

Participants also have to make their 
own travel arrangements to get to 
Detroit. Linkov says passes were 
sold to Corvette fans from across the 
United States and Canada.

Vette fans pay to be
Detroit VIPs
Vette fans pay to be
Detroit VIPs
By: Dale Jewett on 12/06/12  AutoWeek.comBy: Dale Jewett on 12/06/12  AutoWeek.com The exclusive images you see here, 

derived from hours spent secretly 
poring over the sheetmetal of two 
seventh-generation Corvettes, show 
the next step in the supercar's iconic 
evolution.  These aren't photos, but 
this is absolutely the next-generation 
Chevy Corvette in ZR1 trim.  GM so 
doesn't want you to see these.

Love it or hate it, the Chevrolet 
Corvette is an American icon.  For 
most of its 60 years, the 'Vette's 
shown that a commodity-focused 
U.S. automaker can confound 
expectations and compete with the 
likes of Ferrari and Lamborghini.  The 
seventh-generation Corvette  or C7 
Corvette  as fan-boys and GM 
insiders call it  is designed to further 
confound those expectations.

These renderings were derived from 
hours this weekend I (and our 
designer) spent in secret, poring over 
the completely uncamouflaged 
"sheetmetal" of two versions of the 
next-gen Corvette. With limited time, 
we decided to, rather than show you 
the first one, a base level Corvette, 
we focused our rendering efforts 
instead on the high-performance ZR1 
trim level.

Exclusive: This is the 2014 Chevy CorvetteExclusive: This is the 2014 Chevy Corvette

None of our sources were willing to 
go on the record or allow me to run 
their name for fear they might lose 
their jobs. That's also why I'm 
showing renderings rather than 
actual photos  I don't care if it might 
cast doubt on the veracity of the 
styling  but I didn't want anyone 
losing their job over this.

That said, we showed these images 
to three different sources at General 
Motors  and all three confirmed that 
the images you see here accurately 
portray the ZR1 trim level for the 
seventh-generation Corvette. A 
fourth source  a non-GM employee  
confirmed that the vehicle we show 
here is one of two Initial Vehicle 
Engineering Release (IVER) vehicles 
that's been making the rounds at the 
Milford Proving Grounds.

At first glance, you think this is 
nothing more than an evolutionary 
change to America's supercar. But 
give it a second for that initial 
enormously deceiving glance to 
dissipate into a double-take. The 
changes  like the very Camaro-esque 
rear taillights, the over-exaggerated 
side vents, and a new window in the 
rear quarter  will be absolutely 
polarizing to any Corvette fan-boy. 
And other items  like a split-rear 
window, a la the Corvette Stingray, 
won't make it into production.

Jalopnik.com - 12/3/12Jalopnik.com - 12/3/12

FEBRUARY CLUB EVENTFEBRUARY CLUB EVENT
McKee Botanical Garden

Is Celebrating 60 Years of The Corvette
with a Motor Car Exhibition

McKee Botanical Garden
Is Celebrating 60 Years of The Corvette

with a Motor Car Exhibition
thFebruary 9  - 10:00am to 3:00pmthFebruary 9  - 10:00am to 3:00pm

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN HELPING WITH THIS SHOW
Please contact Stan at (772) 918-8751 or ssmyker@juno.com
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Two weeks and counting until the 2014 
Chevrolet Corvette makes its official 
debut ahead of the Detroit auto show on 
Jan. 13.

The hatch and rear fenders are heavily 
cloaked.  What could be hidden? 
Possibly a hatch design inspired by the 
1963 "split window" Corvette Sting Ray?

When asked about the new car, Corvette 
chief engineer Tadge Juechter avoids 
making the career-ending mistake of 
letting out details.  Instead, he asks 
questioners for their suggested changes.

Corvette fans are plenty vocal about what 
they don't like about the C6.  Plus, like 
every other vehicle in the General Motors 
lineup, the next Corvette must do its part 
to help meet higher fuel-economy 
requirements.

So, we can boil the priorities for the C7 
Corvette down to three main areas:

More performance. Because a new 
Corvette has to be faster than the old 
one.  

Less weight and better aerodynamics.  
A lighter car that slips through the wind 
will use less gas and return even better 
performance on the racetrack.

A more comfortable, world-class 
interior.  When car critics take the 
Corvette to the wood shed, this is why it 
gets spanked.  

Let's take a closer look at each area: 

More performance

Chevrolet and GM have already laid out 
the details of the first engine for the C7 
Corvette: a 6.2-liter V8, dubbed the LT1, 
that is the first motor from the fifth 
generation of the small-block engine 
family.

Small-block chief engineer Jordan Lee 
says this engine will make at least 450 hp 
and 450 lb-ft of torque.   Corvette chief 
Juechter says that will rocket the C7 from 
0 to 60 mph in less than four seconds.

To save fuel while delivering all that 
power, the all-aluminum LT1 is fitted with 
direct fuel injection, continuously variable 
valve timing and cylinder deactivation, 

which turns the engine into a V4 under 
light loads, such as cruising on the 
highway.  The current Corvette, without 
cylinder deactivation, is rated at 26 mpg 
on the highway-30 mpg or more with the 
LT1 is not out of the question.

Today's Corvette is fitted with six-speed 
manual and six-speed automatic 
transmissions.  Other automakers 
seeking more fuel economy are adding 
gears to the transmission, which keeps 
the engine rpm in the sweet spot longer.  
So look for the Corvette to get more 
gears-speculation on Corvette fan 
forums centers on a seven-speed 
manual and an eight-speed automatic.

Less weight, better aerodynamics

The current base Corvette weighs in at 
3,208 pounds.  That's not bad.

Weight is always on the minds of 
Corvette engineers.  That's why the two 
highest-performing Corvettes, the Z06 
and ZR-1, use aluminum space frame 
rails and a number of carbon-fiber body 
panels while the base Corvettes get steel 
frame rails and plastic composite panels.

Spy photos suggest that the C7 is not 
going to be significantly smaller than the 
C6.  So an obvious strategy for Chevy's 
flagship sports car is to use the aluminum 
and carbon-fiber technologies across the 
lineup.

The Corvette helped pioneer the use of 
carbon fiber for painted exterior panels 
with the hood on the 2004 Corvette Z06 
commemorative edition.  It reached a 
high point with the introduction of the 
2009 ZR1 with its carbon-fiber hood, front 
fenders, roof panel, roof bow, rocker 
moldings and front splitter.

In short, these guys know how to work 
with carbon fiber.  It might also account 
for some of the $131 million GM is 
spending to retool the Bowling Green, 
Ky., assembly plant for the C7 Corvette.

Foremost, the C7 Corvette will have a 
large air vent at the forward edge of the 
hood.  You can even see this vent in the 
digital version of the camouflaged C7 
Corvette released for the Gran Turismo 5 

video game.

But there's more. The camouflage that 
covers the rear of prototypes in spy 
photos includes vents over the top of the 
rear quarter panels.  GM's aerodynamic 
teaser photos show airflow being ducted 
through rear wheel wells and through the 
back.  The conclusion: There are air 
vents on top of the rear quarter panels.

Managing that  a i r f low reduces 
aerodynamic drag for better fuel 
economy. But it also reduces lift (think an 
airplane wing), which helps keep the car 
stuck to the track during high-speed 
driving.  And ducting air through the 
wheel wells will keep the brakes cooler. 

A teaser video showed the electronic 
tachometer and gauges for the new 
Corvette. 

World-class interior

This is the area of the C7 Corvette that's 
been kept under wraps the longest.  But a 
few hints are out there.

Personal experience shows that the 
Corvette interior would benefit from wider 
seats that have better side bolsters, more 
useful storage in the cockpit, better 
materials and a modern, easier-to-use 
navigation and audio system.  Also, more 
insulation along the center tunnel and 
underneath the cargo floor would cut 
down on heat and road noise in the cabin.

Spy photos have shown glimpses of a 
wider, better-bolstered seat in C7 
prototypes.  Longtime Corvette seat 
supplier Lear Corp. delivered an 
upgraded sport seat with the 2012 
Centennial Edition Corvette, which 
carried over to the 2013 car.  Lear won't 
comment on future products but it is likely 
the supplier for the new seat.  We have 
high expectations.

Top models of the current Corvette use 
ultrasuede coverings on the steering 
wheel, seats and shift lever.  Look for the 
C7 to push beyond that level of luxury 
and comfort.

So, what's left? The final exterior design, 
including the mysterious hatch.  Each 
new generation of Corvette has spurred 
debate over its design-the C7 will 
continue that tradition.

By: Dale Jewett on 12/14/12  AutoWeek.comBy: Dale Jewett on 12/14/12  AutoWeek.com
What we know about the 2014 Chevy CorvetteWhat we know about the 2014 Chevy Corvette


