
Prez Sez

From The  Man

July 4 is almost 
upon us.

Thought of the 
day. To all our 
friends who flee 
north because of 
the heat in Florida, 
June 21, first day 
of summer temperature here mid to 
low 80's, northeast mid to high 90's. 
Be cool.

June event was Sunday brunch at 
the Seminole Inn, put together by 
Diane and Joe. Six vets in 
attendance . Great food, good 
friends, nice job.

Dinner cruise was hosted by Tom 
and Hollyann to Cobb's Landing for a 
n ice  cozy,  in t imate  d inn ing 
experience. Thank you.

God Bless America

Have a safe holiday

Stan 
Ssmyker@juno.com
772 918-8751
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MEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Birthdays for July

David Ancil July 16
Jim Hunt July 30

Cheryl Casano July 31
Eva Sandlin July 31

Birthdays for August
Ann Peabody August 6

Jackie Stefanacci August 7
Rich Steinbach August 13
Dave Gillespie August 20
Joe Bernardo August 21
Karen Atwell August 23

Susan Steinbach August 26
Crystal Hofford August 26
Greg Butcher August 27

Birthdays for September
Bob Dunne September 2

Dale Warrington September 20
Shelagh Ancil September 26

Happy Birthday to everyone!
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SUMMER SCHEDULE  
June starts the time of the year 
when vacations, the heat, or visits 
from the Grandkids, causes our 
attendance to fall off.  Because of 
this we are suspending the 
General Membership Meetings for 
June, July and August.

The Mystery Dinner Cruises will 
continue on the last Tuesday of 
every month.

Don't forget the SHOUT OUTS. If 
you have some place to go or 
something to do and would like to 
invite the rest of the club, just sent 
a SHOUT OUT via the Yahoo 
eGroup.  Include you name and 
phone number so members can 
let you know they are going to 
attend.

SUNSHINE REPORT

We are glad 
to report that 
Nan Dunn is 
recovering 
f r om foo t  
surgery and 
will be back 
w i t h  u s  
soon.  Cyn 
Seo has got 
to quit kicking Louie and is 
recouping from foot surgery for 
broken bones.  You girls be more 
careful  . . . . we all miss you.!

For those of you that missed it, 
Dave emailed that Melinda is at 
Mayo Rochester and have 
confirmed that she has advanced 
AML Luekemia.  Melinda will be in 
a trial study of a new drug.  They 
hope to return to our area around 
Labor Day. 

Keep everyone in you thoughts 
and prayers.

 Richard Westbrook and Michael 
Valiante gave the No.  90 Spirit of 
Daytona Racing Corvette DP team its 
second victory of the 2012 Grand-Am 
Rolex Sports Car Series season.  

Westbrook and Valiante combined to 
lead 87 laps in the 111-lap race and 
Westbrook kept a charging Scott 
Pruett at bay after the final restart to 
score his second Rolex Series victory 
of the season.  He also co-drove the 
No.  90 Corvette DP to the victory at 
Barber Motorsports Park in March 
alongside co-driver Antonio Garcia.

“Richard and I talked about how much 
we wanted to win this race and we 
knew we'd have a good car,” said 
Valiante, who started the race from 
the outside of the front row.  “I was 
optimistic just to be on the podium 
coming back and doing only a handful 
of races, so to get out front and 
maintain that position, I just had my 
fingers crossed that nothing would go 
wrong.  It almost seemed too good to 
be true.”

While others have earned double 
victories on the same day in Rolex 
Series/Continental Tire Sports Car 
Challenge competition, it was the first 
Daytona Prototype/Street Tuner 
double.  It was also Valiante's first 
Daytona Prototype victory since 2008 
in Sonoma, Calif.

Donohue and Terry Borcheller 
completed the DP podium with a third-
place performance in the No.  9 Action 
Express Racing Corvette.

On an early Sunday morning we were 
off to the Seminole Inn for the great 
b runch .   The weather  was 
questionable at best.  Not much 
traffic on the road except this 
gorgeous pack of Corvettes.  Forty 
five minutes later and after a quick U 
turn on a dead end road (Tom missed 
the turn) we arrived.

The Inn is on the historic register and 
maintains the grand era look.  It has 
remained in the original family since it 
was built.  Their family history is on 
the hall walls.  Speaking of walls, the 
upstairs walls are painted with the 
history of the Seminole Indians.  
Hotel rooms are nice.  Handmade 
quilts adorn each bed. Unoccupied 
rooms are open to look into.  It's a 
very homey look at the past. 

One of the great things about the Inn 
is the FOOD.  A large salad bar in one 
area, a hot food area with great fried 
chicken, real mashed potatoes with 
gravy, vegetables, sweet potato 
casserole and peach cobbler.  A 
carving station with two meats, fruits 
and cheeses, omelets and waffles, 
I'm sure I left something out.

With our stomachs full we headed 
toward home.  

Seminole Inn Trip

Westbrook and Valiante
team up for Grand-Am win
Published on 6/9/12 AutoWeek.com



14 - Thursday - NO General Membership Meeting
Due to low attendance in the summer

The regular membership meeting at C.J. Cannon's
will be suspended for June, July and August.

Mystery Dinner Cruises and Shout Outs will still go on.

26 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host ?? You can still volunteer

9 - Thursday - NO General Membership Meeting
Due to low attendance in the summer

The regular membership meeting at C.J. Cannon's
will be suspended for June, July and August.

Mystery Dinner Cruises and Shout Outs will still go on.

28 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host Joe & Diane 

1 - Saturday - Corvettes at the Pier
St. Petersburg Pier

Hosted by Suncoast Corvette Asso.

4 - Tuesday - Board of Directors Meeting
Officers and Directors are asked to please attend,

Club members are always welcome!

13 - Thursday - General Membership Meeting
C.J. Cannon's at the Airport Terminal Building

25 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host Danny & Ro 

COMING IN JULY

COMING IN AUGUST

COMING IN SEPTEMBER
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JUNE DINNER CRUISE

Tom and I selected one of our favorite 
places for the dinner cruise.  It was a 
rainy, windy evening as we headed 
south on A1A to Cobb's Landing in 
Fort Pierce.  It was a small group due 
to the weather.  (you know the paint 
washes off in the rain!).

For those that have never been to 
Cobb's Landing it's located at the 
edge of the city marina.  It has been 
there forever, although it does 
change owners from time to time.  
The chef changes the menu weekly 
to take advantage of the local 
seafood supply.  One of the other 
pleasures in addition to the breeze 
and the view are the great strawberry 
daiquiris and the piña coladas.

We had a great evening.  Sorry you 
didn't make it.

Hollyann
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Stories of barn finds and yard finds 
abound in the collector-car world.  
People put a car away in storage with 
the intent of one day having time or 
money--usually both--to restore it.  
On a recent photo assignment in 
northern Virginia, we heard about a 
1965 Chevrolet Corvette that has 
been sitting in a yard for nearly 40 
years.  We took a detour to check it 
out.

We drove along the winding roads 
through farmland, eventually pulling 
into the driveway of a turn-of-the-
century farmhouse.  Parked behind 
the house was a green 1965 Corvette 
Sting Ray.  

The Glen Green 1965 Corvette 
Roadster was purchased new by the 
owner's sister.  She owned it for two 
years.  During a memorable drive on 
wet pavement she drove into a 
guardrail.  She was not hurt, but the 
Corvette sustained front-end 
damage.  Once the repair was 
completed the family convinced her 
to look for something a little easier to 
handle and more on the practical 
side.  

After giving it some thought her 
brother offered to take the car off her 
hands.  A deal was worked out 
between the two of them in 1967.

“I owned British sports cars prior to 
the purchase of the Corvette,” he 

Lawn Art: 1965 Chevrolet Corvette roadster
hasn't moved for nearly 40 years

said.  “The roadster, with its 327-
cubic-inch small-block V8 engine and 
op t iona l  fou r -speed  manua l  
transmission, was similar in layout to 
the British automobiles I fancied.” 

He parked the Corvette in late 1972 
or early '73, and it has remained in the 
same spot since.  

“I replaced the brakes four times at a 
cost of $400 each time,” said.  “After 
spending $1,600, my priorities 

changed.  My wife and I started a 
family, then our business.  We're 
commercial farmers.  Every spare 
nickel we have goes back into 
farming.  Our business and family 
took precedence over the Corvette.  
My dream has been to one day get it 
back on the road.  Now I'm not sure if I 
have the time or resources to see it 
through,” he said.

As the tour continued, he opened the 
passenger door and sat in the seat, 
collecting a handful of tools from the 
glovebox.  With a smile on his face he 
looked up and said, “This is the first 
time I've sat in this Corvette in many 
years.” 

By: Al Rogers on 6/08/2012 autoweek.com
On an early Sunday morning we were 
off to the Seminole Inn for the great 
b runch .   The  weather  was  
questionable at best.  Not much 
traffic on the road except this 
gorgeous pack of Corvettes.  Forty 
five minutes later and after a quick U 
turn on a dead end road (Tom missed 
the turn) we arrived.

The Inn is on the historic register and 
maintains the grand era look.  It has 
remained in the original family since it 
was built.  Their family history is on 
the hall walls.  Speaking of walls, the 
upstairs walls are painted with the 
history of the Seminole Indians.  
Hotel rooms are nice.  Handmade 
quilts adorn each bed. Unoccupied 
rooms are open to look into.  It's a 
very homey look at the past. 

One of the great things about the Inn 
is the FOOD.  A large salad bar in one 
area, a hot food area with great fried 
chicken, real mashed potatoes with 
gravy, vegetables, sweet potato 
casserole and peach cobbler.  A 
carving station with two meats, fruits 
and cheeses, omelets and waffles, 
I'm sure I left something out.

With our stomachs full we headed 
toward home.  

Seminole Inn Trip

I s  o u r  s o u r c e  f o r  c l u b  
embroidering. You can choose 
from 3 different club logos. 

Bring your own shirts, hats, etc.  
See Andy or Heidi at their 
showroom 790 15th Place, off 
U.S. #1, or call 567-8337.
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The 24 Hours of Le Mans: National 
Geographic named it the world's No. 
1 sporting event. Bigger than the 
Olympics. More 
epic than the 
Super Bowl. It 
even trumps the 
W o r l d  C u p .  
Those are all, 
c l e a r l y,  h u g e  
events, but I have 
no doubt that Le 
M a n s  i n d e e d  
belongs among 
those other world-famous gatherings 
of sportsmen.

For Corvette Racing, Le Mans is 
certainly our biggest and most 
important race of the year. The 
amount of time and effort spent on 
this one race alone is staggering, and 
the time and effort has clearly paid off 
in the past. The team has scored 
seven wins at the French classic in 
11 tries. That is an amazing stat when 
you consider some teams will enter 
the 24 Hours that many times and 
never achieve one win.

I was fortunate last year to be part of 
the Corvette Racing team to achieve 
that seventh win at Le Mans, in the 
GTE Pro class. The fact that we won 
it in just my first year with the team 
and on my third attempt at Le Mans 
was incredibly gratifying. The key 
was that we spent very little time in 
the pits, and we also had great 
reliability and speed and, most of all, 
we made no mistakes, which is 
something Corvette Racing is known 
for.

The lead-up to Le Mans this year was 
one to remember. Co-driver Oliver 
Gavin and I had just come off back-
to-back wins in the American Le 
Mans Series and a strong result at 
Sebring with part-time teammate 
Richard Westbrook. I knew we would 
have the speed to compete this year 
at Le Mans for the team to achieve 
another win.

We had a very strong week leading 
up to the race. Oliver put our No. 74 
Corvette C6.R on provisional pole, 
which held until the following day 
when our competitors from Aston 

Martin and Ferrari knocked only a 
couple tenths of a second off of our 
best time. We would start third, with 
our teammates not far behind in fifth.

The race started under blue skies, 
and Oliver quickly made his way 
towards the front, chasing down the 
leading Aston Martin early. Oliver, 
Richard and I each spent quite a bit of 
time leading the GTE class, including 
a very fun battle early on with the 
Aston Martin of Darren Turner.

With half of the race complete, we 
were in as good shape as we could 
be. No mistakes and just running 
laps. As the sun set, and with the night 
now having a firm hold on the 8.5-mile 
long Circuit de la Sarthe, I finished my 

second double-stint (to that point) of 
the race. I pitted at about 1:30 a.m., 
holding an approximately 50-second 
lead ahead of the No. 51 Ferrari in 
second place. I handed the car over to 
Richard, and then, suddenly, it all 
went wrong. The left-rear wheel had 
decided it no longer wanted to be 
attached to the car.

Disaster.

Richard nursed the car into the pits 
and the team performed the 
necessary repairs faster than I ever 
imagined. We went back out on the 
track, but not for long before Richard 
reported more issues. The long drive 
around the circuit on only three 
wheels had caused problems 
internally to the car. Brian Hoye, crew 
chief of the No. 74, and the crews of 
both the No. 74 and No. 73 cars once 
again jumped into action and began 
to assess and diagnose problems. It 
was the start of a long night for both 
crews.

After the team sorted out of all of the 
issues, the car was back on-track 

around daybreak and running very 
strong again. We were almost the 
quickest car on track in our class 
every laphowever now we were 30-
plus laps down to the leader, a result 
of the repairs needed overnight. A 
similar fate had cursed the No. 73 
Corvette; it too required repairs at 
night, which put the drivers a number 
of laps down. An observer noted at 
one point, “I don't think I've ever seen 
both Corvettes in the garage at the 
same time in the 12 years Corvette 
Racing has been here.” A testament 
again to how strong the car and the 
team are.

It wasn't the result any of us hoped for 
and completely unexpected but then 
again, anything can happen in these 
difficult endurance races, especially 
Le Mans. It was a character building 
race for the whole team. No one gave 
up, and everyone continued to push 
hard despite it being quite clear a 
chance for another win was out of the 
window, and a podium was slipping 
away quickly.

After the race finished and I made my 
way back to the Corvette Racing 
hospitality tent, I couldn't help but 
reflect on the stark contrast in 
emotions from a year ago: From a 
day of complete joy and excitement to 
a day of total disappointment. 
However, at the end of it all, it truly 
only made me appreciate last year's 
result that much moreand made that 
fire inside me burn that much brighter 
for next year.

Corvette Racing at Le Mans--We'll be Back!
By: Tommy Milner on 6/21/12  AutoWeek.com

Steering Wheel From
C6-R Corvette

And they want the drivers to keep 
their eyes on the road?


