
From The  Man

Well, it was a good 
run, nice times, 
friendly people, I 
tried my best but, it 
is time to step 
aside.

Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays, 
Happy New Year and to all a good 
night..

Stan 
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MEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Birthdays for January
Ro Bryant January 14

Ron Shelby January 14
Bill Fenton January 15

Stan Smykowski January 18
Pat Lucarelli January 31

February
James Kelly February 10

Brad Grandage February 13
Andi Smykowski February 19

Dave Myers February 22
Hollyann Quina February 24
Wayne Sandlin February 28

Birthdays for 

Birthdays for March
Marino Silva March 3

Curt Randolph March 7
Terry Smith March 15
Dan Bryant March 25

Happy Birthday to everyone!
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At the intersection of Le Mans and the 
Autobahn sits the best of American 
automotive design and engineering  
the all-new 2015 Corvette Z06. This 
world-class supercar is the closest 
link yet between Corvettes built for 
racing and the road. Created to 

elevate the driving experience to the 
next level, Z06 was engineered to be 
lightweight and rigid with an aluminum 
space frame, carbon-fiber hood and 
removable carbon-fiber roof panel. It 
was also designed to be powerful, 
with a supercharged 6.2L aluminum 
V8 engine delivering at least 625 
horsepower† and 635 lb.-ft. of torque.

The 2015 Corvette Z06 is one of the 
industry's only supercars to achieve 

over 600 horsepower and offer a 
choice of two transmissions  a 7-
speed manual or an all-new paddle-
shift 8-speed automatic. The driver-
centric Z06 elevates the experience 
even further with technologies like a 
Driver Mode Selector, which allows 
for customizat ion of vehicle 
performance dynamics with the turn 
of a knob. And Corvette owners can 
relive their drives on or off the track 
with the available industry-exclusive 
Performance Data Recorder, which 
records high-definition video with 
telemetry overlays on playback.

THE ALL-NEW 2015 CORVETTE Z06
The 2014 Corvette Stingray is a triumph of design and 
engineering. But Chevrolet didn't stop there. With 
advanced technologies, a race-proven bloodline and a 
supercharged engine, the all-new 2015 Corvette Z06 
launches Stingray into supercar territory.

The Detroit auto show awarded the 
Stingray Car of the Year honors.

The 2014 Corvette Stingray has a 
higher-quality interior than past 
models and, with its 455 horsepower 
V8, it has better performance than 
any base-Corvette before it. It also 
has better fuel economy and a price 
tag that, at $51,000 to start, is far 
lower than other cars with similar 
capabilities.

The Stingray has been well received 
by cr i t ics,  a lso having won 
Automobile of the Year honors from 
Automobile Magazine. 

Stingray wins
Car of the Year honors
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OH, WHAT A PARTY!
In years past we have dressed up for 
the Christmas party.  This year the 
party was casual and I really liked it 
better when we looked all shiny and 
partified.  We had a mix of sporty and 
dressy attire.  Members had several 
friends and family members that were 
able to join us for the evening.

Captain Highram's Tiffany Room is 
really nice, overlooking the Indian 
River, loads of mirrors, candles and 
Christmas decorations.  The dance 
floor, band area and bar in one area 
and buffet with two serving lines was 
also decorated for the holiday.  The 
room was really festive.

From all reports, everyone had a 
great time.  The regifting was a lot of 
fun.  I saw a silly hat, hand lotion, and, 
lots of nice gifts.

Check out the pictures from the party 
and see our motley crew.

I hope your Christmas was great and 
wish you all a Happy Happy Happy 
New Year.

Save the wave!

Hollyann
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We knew that once Hennessey 
Performance got its hands on the 
seventh-generat ion Chevrolet 
Corvette Stingray, big things were 
going to happen.  A 200.6-mile-per-
hour run on a closed section of Texas' 
brand-new State Highway 99, was 
just a shade bigger than what we 
were expecting.  The run was also a 
test of the new toll road - which 
Hennessey founder John Hennessey 
called "perfectly smooth" - and the 
RFID toll system, which was still able 
to tag the Corvette at 200 miles per 
hour (toll dodgers beware).  The 
blistering run was, naturally, caught 
on video.

The car you see here is fitted with 
what Hennessey calls the HPE600 
package, and includes long-tube 
headers, ported cylinder heads, high-
flow catalytic converters, and an HPE 
camshaft and engine tune.  There's 
also a 100-shot of nitrous oxide 
available from a Nitrous Express kit, 
just for that little extra bit of punch.  
The result is 700 horsepower, up from 
the standard Stingray's 460 ponies.

If you're still scoping out that list of 
modifications and are wondering why 
the word "supercharger" doesn't 
appear, then take solace in the fact 
that Hennessey will deliver a blown 
Stingray, which it claims can crack 
200 without the laughing gas.  Called 
the HPE700, it adds a TVS2300 
supercharger and new induction 
system to the list of goodies found on 
the HPE600, and will cost $22,500.

First C7 to pass 200 MPH
on a Texas toll road
By  Brandon Turkus  12/17/13

7 - Tuesday - Board of Directors Meeting
Officers and Directors are asked to please attend,

Club members are always welcome!

9 - Thursday - General Membership Meeting
C.J. Cannon's at the Airport Terminal Building

25 - 26 Sat - Sun - United SportsCar Championship
Rolex 24Hours of Daytona

Corvette's First Race Of The Year

28 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host Rich & Susan

13 - Thursday - General Membership Meeting
C.J. Cannon's at the Airport Terminal Building

25 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host Dick & Arlene

4 - Tuesday - Board of Directors Meeting
Officers and Directors are asked to please attend,

Club members are always welcome!

13 - Thursday - General Membership Meeting
C.J. Cannon's at the Airport Terminal Building

13 - 15 - Thur - Sat Mobil 1 Twelve Hours of Sebring
Corvette Corral

16 - Sunday - Corvettes in Venice
Hosted by Venice Florida Corvettes

22 - Sat - Elliott Museum in Stuart

25 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host Jack & Mary

COMING IN FEBRUARY

COMING IN JANUARY

COMING IN MARCH

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  M o t o r  Sp o r t s  
Association (IMSA) officials today 
revealed a total of 40 production-
based race cars from eight world-
class manufacturers that will 
compete in the 2014 TUDOR United 
Sports Car Championship in the GT 
Le Mans (GTLM) and GT Daytona 
(GTD) classes.

The GTLM class will include a pair of 
entries from BMW Team RLL, two 
from Corvette Racing, one full-
season Ferrari entry from Risi 
Competizione and a second Ferrari 
for selected rounds from Krohn 
Racing in conjunction with Risi, two 
factory-backed Porsche 911 GT3 
RSRs from Porsche North America, 
one Porsche 911 GT3 RSR  which 
will make its season debut in the 
Mobil 1 Twelve Hours of Sebring 

Fueled by Fresh from Florida in 
March  from Team Falken Tire, and a 
pair of SRT Viper GTS-Rs from SRT 
Motorsports were accepted.

A pair of Aston Martins leads off the 
GTD entry from TRG-AMR North 
America. A total of five Audi R8 LMS 
machines will be fielded by GMG 
Racing (one entry), Flying Lizard 
Motorspor ts  ( two) ,  Fa l l -L ine 
Motorsports (one) and Paul Miller 
Racing (one).  Long-time BMW 
competitors Turner Motorsport will 
field the lone BMW Z4 in the GTD 
category.

GTLM  is  in the PRO  c lass 
(professional drivers only) and GTD 
is in the PRO-AM class (has a pair of 
professional drivers and a gentleman 
[amateur] driver).

GTLM, GTD Teams Selected For TUDOR Championship
DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. (Dec. 6, 2013) 
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Corvette Racing will field eight drivers 
across 12 races around the world in 
the new Chevrolet Corvette C7.R that 
will compete in the 24 Hours of Le 
Mans and the inaugural season of the 
T u d o r  U n i t e d  S p o r t s C a r  
Championship.

The 2014 program will include the 
four full-season drivers who return 
from the 2013 campaign.  Antonio 
Garcia and Jan Magnussen -- last 
year's GT champions in the American 
Le Mans Series -- are back together 
after leading the category with three 
victories.  Oliver Gavin and Tommy 
Milner -- third in the ALMS GT 
championship in 2013 with two wins 
after taking the class title in 2012 -- 
will drive the other Corvette.

The endurance roster for 2014 sees a 
mix of familiar faces and newcomers 
to the Corvette 
Racing program.  
Robin Liddell and 
Ryan Briscoe join 
Corvette Racing for 
the season-opening 
R o l e x  2 4  a t  
Daytona and the 12 
Hours of Sebring as 
part of the GT Le 
Mans category.

“It's an honor to get the opportunity to 
run Daytona and Sebring with 
Corvette Racing," Broscoe said.  "I've 
often been pitted alongside the 
Corvette team [in the ALMS], and I've 
long idolized them.  It's an amazing 
group of guys that run two amazing 
cars.  I was always a little envious of 
the guys driving them, and now I get a 
shot, too."

At the 24 Hours of Le Mans in June, 
Jo rdan  Tay lo r  and  R i cha rd  
Westbrook return for the team in the 
GTE Pro class.

“The 2014 season will be thrilling for 
Corvette Racing enthusiasts with the 
debut of the new Corvette C7.R,” said 
Jim Campbell, Chevrolet U.S. Vice 
President, Performance Vehicles and 
Motorsports.  “The C7.R will debut 
with a roster of drivers who bring high 
levels of experience and a team-first 
mentality that can help Corvette 
Racing succeed in the world's most 

challenging endurance events.”

Briscoe will partner with Garcia and 
Magnussen in the No. 3 Corvette 
C7.R for his first taste of GT-spec 
racing.  Last week, Briscoe was 
named as a full-time driver for Chip 
Ganassi Racing in the IndyCar 
Series.  In addition to seven IndyCar 
victories, Briscoe won nine times in 
ALMS prototype competition for such 
prestigious operations such as 
Penske Racing and Level 5 
Motorsports.  His first time in the 
C7.R will be at the Roar Before the 24 
on Jan. 3-5.

L iddel l  drove for  Stevenson 
Motorsports in a Camaro GT.R as 
part of the Grand-Am Rolex Sports 
Car Series the past six seasons.  He 
won 18 times with a highest finish of 
second three times in the Rolex 

Series GT points 
championship.  
In the ALMS, 
L i d d e l l  w o n  
s e v e n  t i m e s  
d r i v i n g  b o t h  
prototype and 
GT cars.

"I'm delighted to 
join the team," 

Liddel said.  "It's a fantastic 
opportunity for me -- the best I've had 
in my career.  To be asked to drive 
this car for Chevrolet and with Pratt & 
Miller involved… I couldn't ask for 
anything more. The new C7.R is a 
great car, and a real head-turner, 
too."

Westbrook will race for fourth time at 
Le Mans with Corvette Racing and 
Taylor his third. “We feel this roster 
will be extremely competitive,” said 
Mark Kent, director of Chevrolet 
Racing.  “This is a program that 
embraces continuity and teamwork in 
all areas.  It is a key to success in 
motorsports  evidenced by the roster 
of drivers who will compete at Le 
Mans against the most challenging 
competition in endurance racing.  We 
also welcome championship talents 
Ryan Briscoe and Robin Liddell to the 
Corvette Racing program for the 
opening two races of an exciting new 
chapter in sports car racing.”

Corvette Racing C7.R makes commitment to Le Mans,
Tudor United SportsCar Championship
CorvetteRacing.com - 12/19/13

Maybe this is what the boss has to 
say when your competition is 
smashing you in the sales  and 
critical reviews  departments. 

“We've never tried to be Corvette. We 
never will be. We're handmade. It 
takes 18 hours to paint the stripe on a 
Viper. We color sand the entire car, 
inside and outside. All the panels are 
beautifully finished. We're trying to 
build a custom show car that you can 
own. This is not a disposable device 
here.” Those are the words of SRT 
CEO Ralph Gilles during a recent 
interview with Automotive News. 

To Corvette fans, that might sound 

like a little sour grapes. 

After all, while the Corvette has been 
selling like hotcakes since its release 
in September, the Viper has had to 
cut production since its less than 
critically acclaimed redesign debuted 
last year. 

Gilles also said SRT's consumer test 
drive program has been crucial in 
helping customers understand that 
the new Viper is more than just an 
evolution. 

Of course, not as tight as that 
“disposable” Corvette Stingray, 
according to media reviews of the two 
cars. 

He maintains that the Viper, while 
ignoring paddle shifters that 
everyone else seems to offer, is 
distinguishing itself from the 
competition. 

“We're also seeing now where people 
are noticing and saying, 'Wow, it's like 
the last driver's car left,' ” he said. 
“That's exactly what it's been about 
all along.” 

SRT CEO Ralph Gilles
Says Viper Isn't A Corvette
by Mitch Talley 


