
Prez Sez

From The  Man

April was a fine 
month for the club 
with a great event 
to St. Augustine put 
together by Rich 
and Susan.  Great 
job.

Desi had a good time with his new 
girlfriend with her body guard.  Dinner 
at the Columbia restaurant was 
superior. Rain killed the weekend but 
we had 10 Vettes and a good time 
was had by all.

We missed the dinner cruise and the 
meetings in May for a road trip north. 
No calls so I guess we all survived. As 
you know, no meetings until 
September.  Safe trip to the 
snowbirds, the rest come to the 
events and dinner cruises.

Mark December 15 on your calendar 
for the Holiday party at Capt. Hirams.

Keep cool

Stan 
Ssmyker@juno.com
772 918-8751
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MEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Birthdays for Mayl

Birthdays for June
Harald Andresen June 8
Diane Bernardo June 17
Judy Grandage June 17
Nancy Murray June 19
Beth Butcher June 22
Jim Peabody June 24
Mary Yolinsky June 25

Birthdays for July
David Ancil July 16
Jim Hunt July 30

Eva Sandlin July 31
Cheryl Casano July 31

Richard DeSocio May 3
John Ferro May 12

Dick Cantner May 14
Sue Smith May 14

Arlene Silva May 18
Nan Dunne May 26

Frank Casano May 31

Happy Birthday to everyone!
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7 - Tuesday - Board of Directors Meeting
Officers and Directors are asked to please attend,

Club members are always welcome!

9 - Thursday - General Membership Meeting
C.J. Cannon's at the Airport Terminal Building

18 - Saturday - Vettes at the Light VIII
Ponce Inlet, FL

Hosted by the Ponce Inlet Corvette Club

28 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host Terry & Sue

2 - Sunday - Lunch at The Dolphin Bar & Shrimp House
Meeting at 11:00 for a trip to the 

Original Frances Langford's Outrigger

13 - Thursday - NO General Membership Meeting
Due to low attendance in the summer

The regular membership meeting at C.J. Cannon's
will be suspended for June, July and August.

Mystery Dinner Cruises and Shout Outs will still go on.
28 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise

Our Host Bill Fenton

11 - Thursday - NO General Membership Meeting
Due to low attendance in the summer

The regular membership meeting at C.J. Cannon's
will be suspended for June, July and August.

Mystery Dinner Cruises and Shout Outs will still go on.

30 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host Joe and Diane

COMING IN MAY

COMING IN JUNE

COMING IN JULY

Photo & Article by RickSteinbach

Our club dinner in Saint Augustine 
was held Saturday April 20th at the 
C o l u m b i a  R e s t a u r a n t .  T h e  
atmosphere was elegant, the service 
fantastic and the food was delicious. 
The dishes ranged from perfectly 
cooked steak, Roast Cuban Pork to 
Pompano Papillot. A favorite was the 
Columbia's 1905 Salad prepared and 
served table side. A few members 
(Dan for one) enjoyed a Spanish Flan 
for dessert.

 Even thought it was a wet cold day 
everyone sure enjoyed our evening at 
the Columbia.

Our April Weekend Trip To St. AugustineOur April Weekend Trip To St. Augustine
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Louie and Susan planned our dinner 
cruise for the month.  It started with a 
great leisurely cruise on North A 1 A to 
Melbourne and a great seafood 
restaurant named New England 
Eatery and Pub.  The weather was 
great and it was a top down evening.

The food was great, fried fish, shrimp, 
chowder; what ever you picked it was 
tasty.  Brad had the lobster and said it 
was the best (check out the picture).

Everyone had a fun evening, good 
food with lots of conversation. The 
night ended with prizes of bottles of 
wine.

Save the wave,

Hollyann

April Mystery Cruise
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The running line regarding 2014 
Chevrolet Corvette Stingray pricing 
has been vague.  It usually goes 
something like: If you can afford 
today's car, you will be able to afford 
the C7.

That was proved true Friday, when 
Chevy said the latest generation of 
the iconic sports car will start at 
$51,995, including destination 
charges. That is $1,400 more than 
the 2013 model.

The convertible starts at $56,995, 
also a $1,400 increase compared 

with the 2013 drop-top.

The Corvette coupe is expected 
arrive in showrooms in September, 
followed by the convertible late in the 
year.

The C7 runs a 6.2-liter LT1 V8 
pushing out at least 450 hp and 450 
lb-ft of torque, capable of sprints to 60 
mph in less than four seconds.  It can 
be paired with a six-speed automatic 
with paddle shifters or a seven-speed 
manual gearbox.  The aluminum 
frame is 99 pounds lighter than the 
previous generation, contributing to 
significant weight savings. 

2014 Corvette Stingray pricing announced
C7 continues tradition of attainable American performance
By: Greg Migliore - AutoWeek.com - 4/26/13

Here's Chevy's breakdown of how 
that show car was equipped: 

-- 3LT interior package, with leather-
wrapped interior ($8,005)

-- Z51 Performance Package ($2,800) 

-- Competition sports seats ($2,495) 

-- Exposed-carbon-fiber roof panel 
($1,995) 

-- Magnetic Ride Control with 
Performance Traction Management 
($1,795) 

-- Dual-mode exhaust system ($1,195) 

-- Carbon-fiber interior trim ($995) 

-- Suede microfiber-wrapped upper 
interior trim ($995)

-- Red-painted calipers ($595) 

-- Black-painted wheels ($495) 

General Motors resisted the urge to 
jack up the price on the 2014 Corvette 
S t i n g r a y ,  d e s p i t e  m a j o r  
enhancements on the seventh-
generation sports car.

The $51,995* sticker for the coupe, 
which is expected to hit showrooms 
by September, is just 1,400 bucks 
more than the current model, even 
with its more powerful engine, better 
fuel economy and vastly improved 
interior.

Why the asterisk? Because buyers 
will be hard-pressed to find one at 
that price.

The gouging is expected to be 
rampant.

"I'd say $5,000 to $10,000 will be a 
typical markup, at least during the 
first several months," says Steve 
Hurley, dealer principal at the 
fo r tu i tous ly  named St ingray  
Chevrolet in Plant City, Fla., near 

Orlando.

Hurley, one of the nation's top 
Corvette dealers and chairman of 
Chevy's national dealer council, says 
he will sell his Vettes at sticker. But he 
suspects many dealers won't show 
the same restraint.

But the gouging on the Corvette could 
be worse than on past Vette launches 
because a much narrower network of 
dealerships -- just 900 of the nation's 
3,000 Chevy stores -- will be selling 
them.

Less competition usually equals 
stiffer pricing.

Savvier dealers might conclude that 

it's better to stick to the sticker than 
rake customers just because they 
can.

Gouging Corvette customers is an 
especially bad idea. They're more 
likely than most to return for service. 
And they probably drive another car 
for everyday use.

That's how Chevy dealer Harry 
Criswell sees it. The dealer principal 
at Criswell Chevrolet in Gaithersburg, 
Md., already has taken $5,000 
deposits on about 150 Stingray 
orders. He's selling all of them at 
sticker.

Criswell admits to pricing above 
sticker on hot launches in the past. 
But it's not worth it, he concludes.

"It creates too much controversy," 
Criswell says. "And consumers are 
so smart today, they'll be blogging 
and tweeting about what a jerk you 
are before they even drive off the lot."

Why the Stingray's $52K sticker should come with an asterisk!
The new Corvette is expected to get healthy dealer markups
By: Mike Colias, Automotive News - 4/30/13 
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On Thursday,(5/2) the pace car for 
the Indianapolis 500 was announced, 
and if you are one to get excited about 
pace cars, it's time to get excited.

This year, "The Greatest Spectacle in 
Racing" will be paced by the 2014 
Corvette Stingray. That's right, the 
seventh-genera t ion  Corve t te  
Stingray will be leading the field to 
green.

This is good news for all the Corvette 
fans, boys and girls, who will no doubt 
love to see the new Vette rolling 
around Indianapolis Motor Speedway 
for the 97th running of the big race.

It's not the first time the car has been 
in the Midwest, though, as Corvette 
enthusiasts will remember it was 
unveiled at the Detroit International 
Auto Show back in January.

This will mark the 12th time a 
Corvette has served as the pace car.

 “It is an honor to help inaugurate the 
all-new Corvette Stingray at the 
hallowed Brickyard and further the 
legacy between Chevrolet and the 
Ind ianapol is  500, ”  sa id  J im 
Campbell, GM vice president of 
p e r f o r m a n c e  v e h i c l e s  a n d  
motorsports. “The 2014 Corvette 
St ingray 's  per fo rmance was 
influenced by racing, making this 
prestigious assignment even more 
fitting.”

Along with Chevrolet's return in 2012 
as an IndyCar engine supplier, the 
Corvette Stingray pace car extends a 
legacy at the Brickyard that dates to 
the racetrack's early days.

 “Chevrolet is a great partner of the 
Speedway,” said Jeff Belskus, 
Indianapolis Motor Speedway 
Corporation president and chief 
executive officer. “That connection is 
heightened this year with the next-
generation Corvette in front of a very 
talented field of racers.” 

2014 Corvette Stingray
to pace Indy 500
By: Mike Larson - AutoWeek.com - 5/02/13

LaFontaine Automotive Group -- a 
metro Detroit dealer with a large 
inventory of products from the 
General, cheesy ads and one of 
those obnoxiously catchy jingles 
(you're welcome) -- has apparently 
gotten its hands on a 2014 Corvette 
Stingray (if only temporarily; they 
don't go on sale for a few months). 

One problem: The Midwest has been 
beset with Biblical rainfall of late, and 
V8-powered rear-wheel-drive sports 
cars and rain-slicked public roads 
don't typically mix well.  Still, the 
temptation to flaunt your sleek new 
ride to the rest of us shlubs has got to 
b e  o v e r w h e l m i n g ,  r i s k s  o f  
hydroplaning be damned. 

That's where the C7's weather mode 
comes in. 

As we noted back in January, 
“weather mode” is one of four driver-
selectable settings controlled via the 
center console, and it's meant to 
improve safety in rain or snow 
conditions.

When weather mode is active, you're 
definitely not going to experience all 
the Stingray has to offer:  We suspect 
that the throttle gets throttled and 
traction control kicks into overdrive. 

But if it lets you wring maximum 
driving pleasure out of a rain-soaked 
day -- while keeping you out of the 
ditch -- who are we to complain?  
Increased all-weather capability 
certainly can't hurt the new Corvette 
in its quest to overcome any existing 
garage-queen stigma and appeal to a 
new set of buyers. 

(Seems I am not the only one to drive 
the corvettes in the rain. - - - Hollyann)

Corvette Stingray not afraid of the water
Weather mode means your C7 can play in the rain 
By: Graham Kozak on 4/19/13

Race team owner and car dealer Rick 
Hendrick bought the first 2014 
Chevrolet Corvette Stingray, VIN 
0001, at the Barrett-Jackson car 
auction in Scottsdale, Ariz..

Hendrick's winning bid was $1.05 
million, for a car that's estimated to 
have a sticker price around $60,000.  
The money from the sale is being 
donated to the College for Creative 
Studies in Detroit, one of the nation's 
top schools for training designers for 
the auto industry.

The Hendrick Automotive Group 
ranks as the sixth-largest auto 
dealership group in the country,  
based on sales of new vehicles in 
2011, according to Automotive News, 
a sister publication of Autoweek.  The 
group, based in Charlotte, N.C., has 
73 dealerships and posted group 
revenue of $6.17 billion in 2011.

Hendrick's race team, Hendrick 
Motorsports, fields four cars in 
NASCAR's Sprint Cup series. Its 
drivers include past champions Jeff 
Gordon and Jimmie Johnson and fan 
favorite Dale Earnhardt Jr.

It was a busy weekend in Scottsdale 
for Hendrick.  He also bought 
General Motors CEO Dan Akerson's 
1958 Corvette for $270,000.  That 
money is being donated to Habitat for 
Humanity Detroit's efforts to improve 
the city's Morningside Commons 
neighborhood

Hendrick buys first Corvette Stingray
$1.05 million sale supports Detroit design school
By: Dale Jewett on 1/20/13


