
Prez Sez

From The   
Man

W e l l  o u r  
s e a s o n  i s  
beginning, if 
you know what 
I mean. I hope 
it will be quiet.

Terry and Sue hosted the May dinner 
cruise to the Fujiyama steakhouse for 
an exce l lent  meal  w i th  fun 
entertainment by the chefs. Instead 
of the usual cruise they put together a 
poker run for prizes, very unique.

There were 13 Vettes in attendance, 
Wow.

Joe and Diane are keeping the club 
busy with monthly events. See the 
website for further info.

Spread the word, we are a fun club 
with great people!

Stan 
Ssmyker@juno.com
772 918-8751
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MEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Birthdays for June

Harald Andresen June 8
Diane Bernardo June 17
Judy Grandage June 17
Nancy Murray June 19
Beth Butcher June 22
Jim Peabody June 24
Mary Yolinsky June 25

Birthdays for July
David Ancil July 16
Jim Hunt July 30

Eva Sandlin July 31
Cheryl Casano July 31

Birthdays for August
Ann Peabody August 6

Jackie Stefanacci August 7
Rich Steinbach August 13
Dave Gillespie August 20
Joe Bernardo August 21
Karen Atwell August 23

Susan Steinbach August 26
Greg Butcher August 27

Happy Birthday to everyone!

MEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Birthdays for 

Birthdays for 

June

July

Birthdays for August

Harald Andresen June 8
Diane Bernardo June 17
Judy Grandage June 17
Nancy Murray June 19
Beth Butcher June 22
Jim Peabody June 24
Mary Yolinsky June 25

David Ancil July 16
Jim Hunt July 30

Eva Sandlin July 31
Cheryl Casano July 31

Ann Peabody August 6
Jackie Stefanacci August 7
Rich Steinbach August 13
Dave Gillespie August 20
Joe Bernardo August 21
Karen Atwell August 23

Susan Steinbach August 26
Greg Butcher August 27

Happy Birthday to everyone!

2 - Sunday - Lunch at The Dolphin Bar & Shrimp House
Meeting at 11:00 for a trip to the 

Original Frances Langford's Outrigger

13 - Thursday - NO General Membership Meeting
Due to low attendance in the summer

The regular membership meeting at C.J. Cannon's
will be suspended for June, July and August.

Mystery Dinner Cruises and Shout Outs will still go on.
28 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise

Our Host Bill Fenton

11 - Thursday - NO General Membership Meeting
Due to low attendance in the summer

The regular membership meeting at C.J. Cannon's
will be suspended for June, July and August.

Mystery Dinner Cruises and Shout Outs will still go on.

30 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host Joe and Diane

COMING IN JUNE

COMING IN JULY

Wil Cooksey's life of commitment to 
Corvette began back in 1969 when 
he returned from Vietnam.   Twenty-
four years later, he was named 
manager of the world's only Corvette 
plant and naturally, it was a dream 
come true.

His connection with the National 
Corvette Museum has been strong 
since Day 1.   At one time, he had a 
ZR1 drag race car on display at the 
museum.  This car was built from the 
ground up as a racecar and helped 
fuel Wil's passion for drag racing.  
Though drag racing has always been 
an integral part of his love for 
Corvette, he also enjoys road tracks 
and is so enthusiastic about the 
opening of the Motorsports Park. Wil 
believes a desire to race and show off 
your car is ingrained in the DNA of all 
Corvette fans.  He says that racing is 
more than just the hobby, but is about 
the individual's performance and 
creating a safer experience with the 
car.  He hopes many more people will 

offer their support and says, “It is the 
only way to build the dream!”

Wil looks forward to the addition of a 
drag track and has already pledged 
his support for that future endeavor.  
He is currently writing a book about 
his lifelong relationship with Corvette.  
In addit ion to his numerous 
s u c c e s s e s  i n  t h e  C o r v e t t e  
community, Wil is being inducted into 
the Corvette Hall of Fame this August 
and says that will be “the icing on the 
cake!”

WIL COOKSEY'S LOVE FOR CORVETTE

Wil along with his wife Elizabeth waiting
to go to lunch at Chateau Elan as the guests

of the members of IRCC at
The 12 Hours of Sebring this year. 
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Terry and Sue selected the Fujiyama 
Restaurant for the dinner cruise in 
May.  They planned a small poker run 
on the way to the restaurant with 
prizes.

We were glad to see Melinda and 
Dave join us for the evening.  We also 
had a great turnout of members for 
the evening.

The restaurant crew is very good.  
They can dice, slice, flip, and cook.  It 
is quite a show.  The food was good.  
Everyone had a fun evening as you 
can see from the pictures.

Don't forget to check the club 
calendar for events.  We are on 
summer schedule and will not have 
ou r  mon th ly  mee t ings  un t i l  
September.  If you are planning 
something and want the club to join 
you do a shout out with your phone 
number.

Save the Wave!

Hollyann

May Mystery Cruise



The way Kirk Bennion tells it, the 
Corvette is the only car that's steeped 
in history yet chooses to largely 
ignore it.  Well, "ignore" is a harsh 
word.  Let's say the Corvette 
"progresses past history" through the 
liberal use of aerodynamics, which 
the chief designer can't resist talking 
about -- first at the Autoweek Design 
Forum, then in our Feb. 18 issue. 

We interviewed Bennion once again 
at the Petersen Museum's Corvette 
60th Anniversary gala, this time 
asking about where the Corvette is 
going -- a new demographic, a bolder 
design, but the same enduring legacy 
and a philosophy of cheap (no, wait, 
make that "attainable") world-class 
performance.  A GM public relations 
professional sat idly by to 
ensure that Bennion didn't 
gleefully spill any company 
secrets.

Onward and upward goes 
the Corvette, and while it's 
true that each Vette shares 
the same long hood, short 
deck, big curves and two-
seat size, each generation 
shares its own distinct, 
t rans format ive  s ty le ,  
instantly recognizable at a 
glance.  "The Corvette is a 
sign of the times," said 
Bennion, "reflective of the time it was 
created."  For better or for worse, the 
C7 is the Corvette that this decade 
deserves. 

For any of us who have gotten the 
opportunity to work on this car, it's a 
dream car true for all the designers. 
The guys that are sitting back in the 
studio right now, they had a great time 
working on this car as well.

Was it daunting to work on a car with 
such a rich history?

I tell people, you acquire a tribal 
knowledge of the car. I learned some 
things while working on the Corvette 
from 1986 to 1989. And you do realize 
that one, you have to be very 
respectful of the car because it is 
such a huge icon, but there's also a 
lot of effort that you have to put in a 
car like this.  There's a knowledge 
that you have to have for the past cars 
and there's an expectation, but 

there's also a willingness to take 
those cars to the next level. It's a big-
time commitment. 

How have current owners responded 
to the Corvette? 

Our goal with this car was to 
resonate.  Where it isn't just current 
owners but we're looking for people 
who are driving non-GM products to 
be interested in this car.  We want to 
spread the age group.  We're looking 
to be as diversified as possible with 
this car.  But to do so, you really need 
a theme that could resonate.  We got 
to this one internally, and we got 
comments from people that would 
say, “I'm not normally a Corvette 
person, but I really like that car.” And it 

wasn't uncommon to hear that many 
times. 

That was our goal.  And you look for 
that feedback, but it still comes down 
to executing the car, getting the car 
out there, getting it seen by the public.  
As you can imagine, anytime you 
have a next-generation Corvette, 
expectations are high.  So for the rest 
of the team you do the best you can, 
and you keep at it, but you're doing all 
you can to make sure that you put 
everything you can into it. 

How does the new Corvette reflect 
changing attitudes and goals for 
American performance?

As far as how to fix American 
performance, the Corvette has 
always done real well in giving what 
we call “attainable technology.”  
We've got an all-aluminum frame, 
we've got a carbon fiber roof, we've 
got a carbon-fiber hood -- exotic 

materials on a car with a real 
reasonable price point.  It's all state of 
the art, but delivered in an attainable 
technology. 

interesting to see that. I would tell you 
that what they do, there's some 
similarities to what Corvette has 
done. The Corvette is a sign of the 
times, reflective of the time it was 
created. We're about getting more 
difference per generation and a lot 
less Porsche-like. 

Where do you see your own legacy in 
relation to the greats that have 
passed through GM's halls: Bill 
Mitchell, Zora Arkus-Duntov, etc? 

The car is the stuff. I am very 
appreciative to be a part of the team 

to work on the car. I've 
talked to some of the 
people who have worked 
on past Corvettes and the 
message that they've 
always given me is that you 
make the most you can, 
and you push on it as hard 
as you can. Because it's all 
going to be over in a given 
segment of time, and then 
it's about making sure 
you've done as much for 
the car under your watch. 
The car is the legacy, and 
it's the icon, and in our role 

we're doing everything we can to 
support and further the car. 

What's your own favorite Corvette? 
What specifically do you like about it?

You know, I like 'em all. If I had to pull 
out a few: 1957 dual-quad, 1967 big-
block, 1996 Grand Sport, Z06. The 
car that I love to drive every day is the 
C6 ZR1. That car can be as mild-
mannered as you want it to be, and 
you can drive every day to work, and 
it can be the fastest, the most God-
fearing car on the track. If I had to buy 
one, right now -- because I can't buy a 
C7 -- it might be that car. We do so 
much to the design side, but we're 
just as thrilled as all of you are to be 
able to drive that car. 

And lastly, the most important 
question of the day: do you miss pop-
up headlights?

No. 
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2014 Corvette designer Kirk Bennion on resonance, legacy & the ever-evolving Vette
Chief designer has 'a tribal knowledge' of Corvettes and a hatred of pop-up headlights
By: Blake Z. Rong - 3/05/13  AutoWeek.com
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Chevrolet has officially rated the 
2014 Corvette Stingray LT1 V8 at 460 
hp at 6,000 rpm and 465 lb-ft of 
torque at 4,000 rpm.  Chevy claims 
up to 316 lb-ft of torque is available 
starting at 1,000 rpm. Check out 
complete LT1 details below, and look 
for an upcoming breakdown of the 
latest LT1. 

The 2014 Chevy Corvette will be 
powered by an all-new 6.2-liter V8 
that combines direct fuel injection, 
continuously variable camshaft 
timing and cylinder deactivation to 
make the sports car both powerful 
and fuel efficient.

General Motors unveiled the new V8 
on Wednesday, and said it will 
produce at least 450 horsepower and 
450 lb-ft of torque.  It will power the 
new Corvette, set to be unveiled in 
January at the Detroit auto show, 
from 0 to 60 mph in less than 4 
seconds. 

The engine is also expected to help 
the new Corvette get better fuel 
economy.  The current Corvette is 
rated at 26 mpg on the highway.  The 
aluminum engine, designated LT1, is 
the first version of the fifth generation 
of GM's small block V8. GM has plans 
to use other versions of the fifth-
generation small block in other 
products, including the redesigned 
2014 full-size pickups and SUVs.

Higher-performance versions of the 
new engine are also likely for the new 
Corvette.  GM and Corvette officials 
would not discuss future plans.

The base engine for the 2013 
Corvette, known as the LS3, also 
displaces 6.2 liters and is rated at 430 
hp and 424 lb-ft of torque.  The 

current Corvette engine does not use 
direct injection, variable camshaft or 
cylinder deactivation.

 “When you talk to Corvette 
customers, the most important part of 
the car for them is the engine,” said 
Tadge Juechter, the Corvette's 
executive chief engineer.

He added that Corvette fans show 
little interest in smaller engines. 
“They want their Corvette to have a 
V8,” he said.

The LT1 engine uses three key 
technologies:

1. Direct fuel injection, which sprays 
fuel directly into the cylinder to mix 
with incoming air.  The technology, 
which uses a high-pressure fuel 
system, lets the engine use less fuel 
for each cylinder and reduces 
emissions. GM believes the LT1 is 
the first time direct injection has been 
used with an overhead valve engine.

2. Cylinder deactivation, which shuts 
down four of the engine's eight 
cylinders when the Corvette engine is 
under light load, such as cruising on 
the freeway.  The technology turns 
the Corvette's V8 into a four-cylinder, 
saving fuel.

3. Continuously variable camshaft 
timing, which enables the engine to 
open and close its intake and exhaust 
valves at the best time for power or 
fuel economy, depending on the 
demand from the driver.

GM has been working on the new 
engine for five years.  The first two 
years of work focused on the 
combustion chamber and making the 
air flow and fuel burn as efficient as 
possible, said Jordan Lee, chief 
engineer for the engine program.

Key changes to the engine include 
moving the spark plug to a central 
location in the combustion chamber 
and pistons that have a complex 
design on the surface to contain the 
air-fuel mixture.

GM engineers plan to present a 
paper at the 2013 SAE convention to 
detail and explain the improvements 
to fuel economy and emissions 
gained with the engine design.

Other engine details:

-- The fuel flow will shut off at 6,600 
rpm.

-- The engine has an 11.5:1 
compression ratio.  That higher than 
the cur rent  eng ine 's  10.7 :1  
compression ratio.  Despite the 
higher ratio, the new Corvette can run 
on regular unleaded fuel although 
premium fuel will be recommended.

-- The LT1 engine has 50 lb-ft more 
torque at low rpm than the current 
engine, which delivers more pulling 
power.  The engine's low-end torque 
is comparable to the LS7 V8 used on 
the current high-performance 
Corvette Z06.

-- The LT1 will be available with wet 
sump and dry sump oiling systems.  A 
dry sump system, typically used for 
high-performance and race engines, 
does away with the conventional oil 
pan and uses an oil reservoir 
mounted in the car.

-- The added technology makes the 
LT1 engine heavier than the current 
LS3 V8, although GM officials would 
not say by how much. The addition of 
new technologies made the engine 
heavier but it was worth the tradeoff 
for improved fuel economy and 
performance, Juechter said.

-- GM will build the LT1 engine at its 
Tonawanda plant near Buffalo, N.Y.  
The plant has plenty more capacity to 
build small block V8s than the 
Corvette program will need.

-- This is the third time GM has used 
the LT1 designation for a Corvette 
engine.  The LT-1 V8was used in the 
Corvette in 1970-1972; and an LT1 
version of the second-generation 
small block V8 was used in the 
Corvette from 1992-96. 

2014 Corvette LT1 V8 to make 460 hp, 465 lb-ft
New-generation small block uses direct fuel injection, cylinder deactivation
By: Dale Jewett - AutoWeek.com - 5/28/13


