
Our  Feb rua ry  
G e n e r a l  
m e m b e r s h i p  
meeting was very 
well attended. I 
want to thank Ron 
and Sue for the 
Mystery Cruise, 
as always the food 
was very good. Sue our activities 
director once again did a great job on 
the club event to Cape Canaveral. 
Everyone enjoyed the trip; there 
were 11 cars that made the trip. 
March 19 th will be the 12 hours of 
Sebring. We have several members 
going to the Corvette Coral, hope to 
see you there! 

 Save the WAVE

Brad
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MEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Birthdays for March

Marino Silva March 3
Curt Randolph March 7

Terry Smith March 15
Dan Bryant March 25

Birthdays for April
Deryle Hunt April 1
John Krance April 6
Clinton Atwell April 22

Birthdays for May
Nancy Foley May 7
Mike Flipse May 12
Sue Smith May 14

Arlene Silva May 18
Jerry Link May 19

Brian Blaschke May 20
Nan Dunne May 26

Birthdays for June
Diane Bernardo June 17
Judy Grandage June 17
Beth Butcher June 22

Birthdays for July
Lisa Grandage July 9

Jim Hunt July 30
Eva Sandlin July 31

Birthdays for August
Sue Shelby August 3

Rich Steinbach August 13
Joe Bernardo August 21
Karen Atwell August 23

Susan Steinbach August 26
Greg Butcher August 27

Happy Birthday to everyone!
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The Grand Sport moniker, “Collector 
Edition” versions of Corvettes have 
graced showroom floors previously in 
Corvette's long history. 

So what does the newest 2017 
Corvette Grand Sport Collector 
Edition offer to buyers? 

Like the standard GS Coupes and 
Convertibles on the way, the 2017 
Corvette Grand Sport Collector 
Edition will offer the widebody 
configuraton with the Z06's rear 
fender flares, grille and upgraded 
suspension along with the naturally 
aspirated 460-hp LT1. 

The Collector's Edition Grand Sport 
shown at Geneva was outfitted with 

the Z07 Performance Package. It's 
our belief that buyers of the 
Collector's Edition will be able to 
order the car with either the standard 
Grand Sport suspension or with the 
Z07 option.

The plaque on the Corvette Grand 
Sport Collector's Edition in Geneva 
reads 0001/1000 which leads us to 
believe that there will only be 1,000 
Collector's Edition Corvette Grand 
Sports offered next year. We figure 
the majority of those cars will be 
made for the US while a portion will 
be exported to Canada and Europe.

CorvetteBlogger.com is guessing the 
prices the of the 2017 Grand Sport at 
$69,795

More pictures and details about 
the Corvette Grand Sport can 
be found on page 5

1 - Tuesday - Board of Directors Meeting
Officers and Directors are asked to please attend,

Club members are always welcome!

10 - Thursday - General Membership Meeting
C.J. Cannon's at the Airport Terminal Building

17 - 19 - Thru - Sat - 12 Hours of Sebring
Corvette Coral with protected parking

Make sure that you get tickets for the CORVETTE CORAL

29 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host Terry & Sue 

14 - Thursday - General Membership Meeting
C.J. Cannon's at the Airport Terminal Building

Club Event for the Month
23 - Saturday - Paddle Boat Ride down the St. John's River

See Club WEB Calendar for details

26 - Tuesday - Mystery Dinner Cruise
Our Host Brian & Cathy

COMING IN MARCH

COMING IN APRIL

Only 1,000 Corvette Grand Sport
Collector Edition Models Will Be Offered
Corvetteblogger.com 
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Ron and Sue were the club cruise 
leaders for the evening.  Their choice 
for dinner was the Las Pomas 
Restaurant in Sebastian.  It was a 
rainy evening so no tops down.  We 
had a great turnout of twenty eight 
people.  

The food is really great.  The cuisine 
is true blue authentic Cuban and 
cooked to perfection.  Tom and I had 
the roast pork with yellow rice and 
black beans, it is one of the best in our 
area.

Thank you Ron and Sue for being 
cruise directors for the evening.

Look at the pictures and see our 
merry band of club members.

Save the wave,

Hollyann

FEBRUARY MYSTERY CRUISE
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We met at our usual meeting spot in 
the parking lot of the ABC Liquor 
Store.  After some conversation and a 
car count we were ready to get under 
way, we had a total of ten cars and we 
were off for a great road trip.  It was 
the perfect day, sunshine and blue 
skies, just right for the tops down.  We 
cruised our way to Port Canaveral on 
A 1 A.

Sue and Terry had made the 
arrangements for the day which 
included lunch at Fish Lips 
Restaurant.  The food was really 
good and we eat upstairs with a view 
of the waterway.  We could see all the 
cruise ships waiting for their next 
trips.  

After lunch we took a short walk over 
to the Exploration Tower which is just 
beautiful.  It is a five story building; 
the first floor is the lobby and gift shop 
with a ceiling that is full of whales, fish 
and jelly fish, all made from plastic 
items picked up as trash on the 
beaches.  It has a seventy two seat 
auditorium, interactive exhibits, port 
history and information, space 
pictures, holograph display and a sea 
turtle and alligator on one of the 
balconies.  This is truly a fabulous 
addition to the port area.

Thank you Terry and Sue, this was a 
full day of fun with great food, good 
friends and loads of conversation.  

At this point all we did was hit I 95 for 
the trip home!

Be sure to look at the pictures of 
some of the fun.

Save the Wave,

Hollyann

DAY TRIP TO
PORT CANAVERAL
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GENEVA  With Corvette Racing in its 
DNA, the all-new 2017 Corvette 
Grand Sport is a pure expression of 
the car's motorsports-bred pedigree. 
It was introduced today at the 
Geneva International Motor Show.

Like the 2015 Le Mans-winning 
Corvette C7.R GTE Pro race car, the 
new Grand Sport combines a 
lightweight architecture, a track-
honed aerodynamics package, 
Michelin tires and a naturally 
aspirated engine.

The 2017 Corvette Grand Sport 
offers an estimated 1.05g in 
cornering capability  and up to 1.2g 
with the available Z07 package.

Heritage-inspired design cues and 
exclusive features acknowledge the 
historic Grand Sport legacy, 
established in 1963 to take on the 
world's best sports cars. Only five 
were built before a corporate 
dec i s ion  suspend ing  d i rec t  
motorsports involvement ended the 
project.

“Racing has been part of Corvette's 
essence for more than 50 years and 

that track experience has helped us 
build better, more capable cars,” said 
Mark Reuss, executive vice president 
of Global Product Development and 
Global Purchasing and Supply 
Chain. “The global acclaim for the 
seventh-genera t ion  Corve t te  
validates that direct link and the 2017 
Grand Sport takes its track-bred 
technology to a new, exciting 
threshold.”

The Corvette Grand Sport coupe and 
convertible go on sale this summer in 
the U.S. and in the fall in Europe.

No holding back

Engineers adapted the chassis 
tuning, upgraded cooling systems, 
and performance technologies of the 
Corvette Z06 to give the new Grand 
Sport capability commensurate with 
its racing-derived history.

“We didn't hold back with the new 
Grand Sport,” said Tadge Juechter, 
Corvette chief engineer. “For the first 
time, buyers can equip the Grand 
Sport with a Z07 performance 
package  which adds carbon-
ceramic brakes, Michelin Sport Cup 2 
summer tires, and carbon-fiber aero 

package  t ha t  de l i ve r s  t r ue  
downforce.”

The result is a potent track car. In fact, 
the Grand Sport with the Z07 
package is less than one second off 
the track record for the previous-
generation Corvette ZR1 on the road 
course at GM's Milford Proving 
Ground.

Content highlights for Grand Sport 
include:

Michelin Pilot Super Sport 
summer tires: 285/30ZR19 (front) 
and 335/25ZR20 (rear)

Specific Grand Sport wheel 
design: 19×10 inches (front) and 
20×12 inches (rear)

Brembo brake system with (355 
mm) 14-inch rotors and six-piston 
calipers in front and (340 mm) 
13.4 inch rotors and four-piston 
calipers in the rear

Standard magnetic ride control, 
specific stabilizer bars and 
unique springs

Standard electronic limited-slip 
differential

LT1 V8 engine rated at (343 kW) 
460 hp, with dry-sump oiling 
system and active exhaust

S e v e n - s p e e d  m a n u a l  
transmission with active rev 
match and available eight-speed 
paddle-shift automatic with 

>2017 Corvette Grand Sport Has Racing Roots
>A 'purist' model that leverages a half-century legacy of motorsports success
>Lightweight architecture and track-honed aerodynamics
>An engine offering an estimated 1.05g in cornering capability and up to 1.2g with the available Z07 

package
>Coupe and convertible available this summer in U.S. and fall in Europe
>Grand Sport Collector Edition available later in model year 

Page 5 February, 2016 Vol. 16  No. 2

2017 Corvette Grand Sport is a Track-Focused Stingray with Racing Roots



specific performance calibration.

Available Z07 package adds 
carbon ceramic-matrix brakes 
and Z Michelin Pilot Sport 2 Cup 
tires. 

In addition to track-focused aero 
elements, the Grand Sport also 
features specific front fender inserts, 
a Z06-style grille and wider rear 
fenders  a distinctive design package 
that gives the car a track-ready 
attitude.

Grand Sport models are offered with 
the Stingray's full exterior and interior 
color palette. An available Heritage 
package includes hash-mark fender 
graphics in six colors, with the hash-
mark detail carried onto the interior's 
brushed aluminum trim. Full-length 
stripes are also offered.

“The choices are almost endless,” 
said Harlan Charles, Corvette 
product marketing manager. “The 
packages take personalization to an 

unprecedented level, enabling 

customers to create their own 
Corvette Grand Sport statement like 
no other.”

Grand Sport Collector Edition

The Grand Sport Collector Edition 
features an exclusive Watkins Glen 
Gray Metallic exterior with Tension 
Blue hash-mark graphics, satin black 
full-length stripes, black wheels and a 
unique Tension Blue full leather and 
suede-wrapped interior.

The Tension Blue color is a bold, 
modern take on the hue historically 
associated with the Grand Sport. 
Ins ide ,  a  th ree-d imens iona l  
representation of an original Grand 
Sport race car is embossed in the 
headrests and that shape is also 
used on an instrument panel plaque 
that carries a unique build sequence 
number.

The Collector Edition will be offered 
later in the model year in the U.S. and 
Europe.
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2017 Corvette Grand Sport is a Track-Focused Stingray
with Racing Roots

The latest news coming from General 
Motors is that Corvette Z06 sales are 
going so well (accounting for nearly a 
third of all Corvette sales) that the 
c o m pa n y  i s  e x pa n d i n g  t h e  
Performance Build Center located 
inside the Bowling Green Assembly 
Plant.

According to a press release the PBC 
expansion will cost $44 million and 
will create 36 new jobs.

This investment comes on top of the 
already committed $439 million for a 
new paint shop and “facil i ty 
upgrades” that was announced in 
May, 2015.

The Performance Build Center is 
where technicians hand-assemble 
t h e  C o r v e t t e  Z 0 6 ' s  L T 4  
Supercharged V8 engine. Customers 
can also assemble their own Z06 
engines through the “Build Your 
Engine Program” which charges an 
additional fee of $5,000 for the 
experience. 

The expansion of the Performance 
Build Center comes nearly three 
years after GM announced the facility 
was being moved from Wixom, 
Michigan to the Bowling Green 
Assembly Plant. GM spent $3.5 
million for the move which created 30 
new jobs at the plant. 

While this is great news for the 
Bowling Green Assembly Plant, it's 
still our contention that Chevy is 
expanding the plant's capacity to 
produce the rumored mid-engine 
Corvette known as the Zora or ZR1 
and now they will have the space and 
resources to hand assemble those 
engines as well. 

GM to Invest $44 Million in
Vette Plant
Keith Cornett  12/9/15 -- corvetteblogger.com


